MONDAY, February 25, 2008, 6:30 PM, COLD SPRING planning commission minutes

The meeting of the Planning Commission was called to order by Aaron Cheeley at 6:30 p.m.  The following Planning Commission members were found to be present: Mike Kathman, Ann Harren, Aaron Cheeley and Bill Foss.  April Stadtler was sworn in under oath and was present.  Others present: Planning Consultant, John Anderson.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Mike Kathman, SECONDED BY aaron cheeley TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

April Stadtler Sworn-In

April Stadtler was sworn in for the term expiring December 31, 2011.

ELECT CHAIRPERSON AND VICE CHAIRPERSON

A MOTION WAS MADE BY aNN hARREN, SECONDED BY Mike Kathman TO ELECT aARON cHEELeY AS CHAIRPERSON AND BILL FOSS AS VICE-CHAIRPERSON.  mOTION PASSED 4-1.  fOSS OPPOSED.

Tom Lindell request for four variances for detached garage
The public hearing was opened by Chairperson Cheeley at 6:36 p.m.  John Anderson summarized the materials and planning memo relative to the request.  A letter from Ronald & Clalien Rose in support of the variance requests and a letter submitted by Thomas A. Binsfeld in support of the variance requests were submitted for the public record.  Thomas Lindell stated he would like to keep repossessed vehicles in the garage from the bank he works at and therefore needed the height variance for that reason.  Discussion as to the definition of a story was debated with Lee Gladitsch, 628 Emma Drive, Cold Spring, who is the building inspector of St. Joseph stating that in St. Joseph the garage would be called a one story.  Tom Weber, Cold Spring stated he was in favor of the variance requests.  Mike Kathman stated he would like to vote on each variance separately.  Additional discussion of the variances followed. The public hearing was closed by Chairperson Cheeley at 6:56 p.m.    

A motion was made by Mike Kathman, seconded by Ann Harren, TO APPROVE THE variance requests for placing the detached accessory building within the front yard and to allow a detached accessory building to exceed one story in height with the attached conditions AS PRESENTED.  Motion Passed 5-0.  

a motion was made by ann harren to approve the variance request to exceed the maximum square footage allowed for a detached accessory building of 1,200 square feet or 60% of the dwelling square footage, whichever is less, by 100 square feet.  the motion died for a lack of a second.  

a motion was made by bill foss, seconded by Ann harren to approve a variance request to exceed the maximum height allowed for a detached accessory building of 14 feet by 8 feet 8 inches.  motion passed 3-2.  MEMBERS CHEELEY AND kathman opposed.  
ORDinance 294 – alleys, bee keeping, directional signs and outdoor wood boilers

The public hearing was opened by Chairperson Cheeley at 7:06 p.m.  John Anderson summarized the materials and planning memo relative to the request.  General discussion in relation to alleys and directional signage followed. Lee and Andy Gladitsch presented materials in relation to bee keeping.  Discussion in regard to fence height and the placement of hives followed in relation to bee keeping.   Subdivision 4, Number 4 was changed to read as follows:  All hives located on premises shall be surrounded by a solid fence 6 feet in height with the entrance facing no less than 10 feet from the fence.  All gates must be locked with a key or combination lock at all times.  Subdivision 4, Number 5 was changed to read as follows:  No colony or hive shall be kept or maintained within any front yard.  Discussion of outdoor wood boiler systems followed.  The public hearing was closed by Chairperson Cheeley at 8:21 p.m.    
A motion was made by Mike Kathman, seconded by Aaron Cheeley, TO APPROVE Ordinance No. 294 AMENDING SECTION 605 PERTAINING TO ALLEYS; SECTION 1010 OF THE CITY CODE PERTAINING TO BEE KEEPING PROVISIONS; SECTION 17 OF THE ZONING ORDINACE PRETAINING TO DIRECTIONAL SIGNS; SECTION 5 SUBD. 3 OF THE ZONNG ORDINANCE PERTAINING TO OUTDOOR WOOD BOILER SYSTEMS WITH CHANGES TO SECTION 1010, SUBDIVISION 4, NUMBER 4 & 5 OF THE BEE KEEPING PROVISIONS AS FOLLOWS: SUBDIVISION 4, NUMBER 4.  ALL HIVES LOCATED ON PREMISES SHALL BE SURROUNDED BY A SOLID FENCE SIX (6) FEET IN HEIGHT WITH THE ENTRANCE FACING NO LESS THAN TEN (10) FEET FROM THE FENCE.  ALL GATES MUST BE LOCKED WITH A KEY OR COMBINATION LOCK AT ALL TIMES.  SUBDIVISION 4, NUMBER 5.  NO COLONY OR HIVE SHALL BE KEPT OR MAINTAINED WITHIN ANY FRONT YARD.  motion passed 5-0.  
ORDINANCE 295 – adoptING new SHORELAND DISTRICT regulations

The public hearing was opened by Chairperson Cheeley at 8:22 p.m.  John Anderson summarized the materials and planning memo relative to the request.  Bill Foss stated he was concerned about existing houses along the trout stream being able to rebuild if they were destroyed by a natural disaster.  Mike Kathman asked if staff could look into what is allowed and not allowed for rebuilding in the event of homes located within the shoreland and floodplain districts were destroyed or damaged.  Tom Weber, Cold Spring, spoke on behalf of approving the Shoreland District regulations.  Additional discussion followed.  The public hearing was closed by Chairperson Cheeley at 9:11 p.m.    
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MIKE KATHMAN, SECONDED BY AARON CHEELEY, TO APPROVE ORDINANCE NO. 295, AMENDING SECTION 15 OF THE ZONING ORDINANCE BY REPEALING THE EXISTING REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO SHORELAND AND ADOPTING NEW SHORELAND DISTRICT REGULATIONS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MIKE KATHMAN, SECONDED BY AARON CHEELEY, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2007 JOINT CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING; OCTOBER 22, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING; OCTOBER 23, 2007 JOINT CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING; NOVEMBER 28, 2007 JOINT CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING; AND DECEMBER 17, 2007 JOINT CITY COUNCIL AND PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

MEETING ADJOURNMENT

MEMBER MIKE KATHMAN MOTIONED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:16 PM, SECONDED BY AARON CHEELEY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________            
________________________________

Aaron Cheeley, Planning Commission Chair
Larry Lahr, City Administrator
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