CHAPTER X:   NUISANCES DEFINED AND REGULATED
Section 1000 ‑ Nuisances Defined, Abatement
Section 1000:00.  Nuisances Defined.  All acts described, regulated and prohibited in the provisions of Chapter X. of this  code are hereby deemed to be, and are hereby declared to be, nuisance and all of such acts shall constitute penal offenses, and in addition to abatement as in this Chapter X. provided shall be punishable as penal offenses.

Section 1005 ‑ Nuisances, Generally
Section 1005:00.  Public Nuisance Defined.
Subd. 1.  A nuisance is a thing, act, occupation or use of property as set forth in the subdivisions which follow.

Subd. 2.  Annoys, injures or endangers the safety, health, comfort or repose of the public; or

Subd. 3.  Offends public decency; or

Subd. 4.  Unlawfully interferes with, obstructs or tends to obstruct or render dangerous for passage a lake, stream, canal or basin, or a public park, square, street, alley or highway; or

Subd. 5.  In any way renders the public insecure in life or in use of property.

Section 1005:05.  Public Nuisances Affecting Health.
Subd. 1.  The following are declared to be nuisances affecting public health as set forth in the subdivisions which follow.

Subd. 2.  All ponds or pools of stagnant water.

Subd. 3.  All decayed or unwholesome food offered for sale to the public.

Subd. 4.  Privy vaults and garbage cans which are not flytight.

Subd. 5.  The effluence from any cesspool, septic tank, drain field or sewage disposal system discharging upon the surface of the ground.

Subd. 6.  Accumulations of manure, rubbish, tin cans or other debris.

Subd. 7.  The pollution of any public well or cistern, stream or lake, canal or body of water by sewage, industrial waste or other substances.

Subd. 8. All noxious weeds and other rand growths of vegetation upon public or private property.

Subd. 9. Dense smoke, noxious fumes, gas and soot, or cinders in such quantities as to render the occupancy of property uncomfortable to a person of ordinary sensibilities.

Section 1005:10.  Public Nuisances Affecting Morals and Decency.
  The Following are declared to be nuisances affecting public morals and decency as set forth in the subdivisions that follow.

Subd. 1.  Gambling.  All gambling devices, slot machines and punch boards not permitted by law or this code.

Subd. 2.  Betting.  Betting, bookmaking and all apparatus used in such occupations.

Subd. 3.  Prostitution and gambling.  Houses kept for prostitution or promiscuous sexual intercourse, gambling houses of ill fame and bawdy houses

Subd. 4.  Obscenity.  Showing, displaying or offering for sale to any minor any indecent or obscene picture, book pamphlet, magazine, newspaper, drawing, writing, motion picture or movie.

Subd. 5.  Peeping Toms.  Innappropriate peeping into or through doors, windows, or openings of private homes, businesses or schools by methods of stealth and without property authority.

Subd. 6.  Vehicles.  Using any vehicle to illegally transport intoxicating liquor or any other immoral or illegal purpose.

Subd. 7.  Public urination and defecation.  Urinating or defecating in the City while outside of a building or structure when the Person is:

a.  On or in a public street, alley, sidewalk, boulevard, park or parking lot.

b.  In a private parking lot open to public use.

c.  On a private property without the Owner’s permission.

d.  On private property and performs the prohibited act where others off the property can observe it.

Section 1005:15.  Public Nuisances Affecting Peace and Safety.

Subd. 1.  The following are declared to be nuisances affecting public peace and safety;

Subd. 2.  All trees, hedges, billboards or other obstructions which prevent persons from having a clear view of all traffic approaching an intersection.

Subd. 3.  The piling, storing or keeping of old machinery, junk or debris within the City.

Subd. 4.  The placing or throwing on any street, alley, road, highway, sidewalk or other public property of any glass,  tacks, nails, bottles, or other substances which may injure any person or animal or damage any pneumatic tire when passing over the same.

Subd. 5.  The depositing of garbage, trash, rubbish, bottles, cans, and other refuse on a public right‑of‑way or on private property adjacent thereto.

Subd. 6. The uncovered storage of pipe, lumber, forms machinery or other occupational materials upon property in a residential district.

Subd. 7.  The parking of a truck, tractor and/or trailer, or other commercial type vehicles in excess of 7,000 pounds gross weight on private property within an area zoned residential, shall be deemed a public nuisance upon the written complaint of two or more neighbors residing within 500 feet thereof.

Subd. 8.  Unreasonable Acceleration and /or Exhibition Driving.

a.
Prima Facie Evidence.  It is prima facie evidence of exhibition driving when a motor vehicle stops, starts, accelerates, decelerates, or turns at an unnecessary rate of speed so as to cause tires to squeal, gears to grind soil to be thrown, engine backfire, fishtailing or skidding, or, as to two‑wheeled or three‑wheeled motor vehicles, the front wheel to lose contact with the ground or roadway surface.

b. 
Unlawful Act.  It is unlawful for any person to do any exhibition driving on any street, parking lot, or other public or private property, except when an emergency creates necessity for such operation to prevent injury to persons or damage to property; provided that this purpose of this Section shall not apply to driving on a racetrack.  For purpose of this Section, A "racetrack" means any track or premises whereon motorized vehicles, horses, dogs, or other animals or fowl legally compete in a race or timed contest for an audience, the members of which have directly or indirectly paid a consideration for admission.

c.
Emergency Vehicles.  The provisions of this ordinance shall not apply to vehicles when operated with due regard to safety, under the direction of police officers in the chase or apprehension of violators of the law or of  persons charged with or suspected of any such violation, nor to Fire Department or fire patrol vehicles when traveling in response to a fire alarm, nor to public ambulances when traveling in emergencies.  This exemption shall not, however, protect the driver of any such vehicle from the consequences of a reckless disregard of the safety of others.

d.
Any person found in violation of this ordinance shall be guilty of a penal offense and shall be fined not less than $50.00 per violation.

Subd. 9.  Prohibition against junked motor vehicles, household furnishings and Appliances.  No person shall park or store any unlicensed, unregistered, or inoperable motorized vehicles, household furnishings or appliances on public or private property within the City unless housed within a lawfully erected building, and any violation is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

Subd. 10.   Custody and Removal of Junked Motor Vehicles, Household Furnishings and Appliances.   The City of Cold Spring may remove and take into custody and impound any junked motor vehicles, household furnishings and appliances stored on public or private property pursuant to notice, right to reclaim and procedures set forth in MS Chapter 168B 
ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES.

Subd. 11.   Penalty.   Any person who violated any of the above subdivision (Section 1005:15) is guilty of a petty misdemeanor.

Section 1005:20.  Public Nuisances Affecting Lakes or Other Body of Water.

Subd. 1.  The following are declared to be public nuisances affecting the waters of any lake or other body of water;

Subd. 2.  Interfering with, obstruction or tending to obstruct, or rendering dangerous for passage or use of a body of water within the limits of the City.

Subd. 3.  Depositing of sewage in public waters within the limits of the City.

Subd. 4.  The erection or maintenance of any dock or structure which interferes with, obstructs or tends to obstruct or render dangerous for use waters within the limits of the City.

Subd. 5.  Depositing of refuse, waste, or other deleterious, poisonous or injurious substances within this City, provided, however, that weed control measures shall not be prohibited when carried out pursuant to a permit issued by an authorized governmental agency.

Subd. 6.  The failure to equip and to operate a boat, vessel or watercraft in accordance with the provisions of Chapter  361 of Minnesota Statutes, amended, which statutes are hereby adopted and incorporated herein and made a part hereof by reference, as fully  as if set forth herein:  Provided, however, that these additional requirements shall be met by all owners and operators of watercraft within the corporate limits of this municipality.

a.  All watercraft in use or under way between sunset and sunrise shall be equipped with and have in operation red and green running lights in the forward section of the boat, and a white light at the stern or on the superstructure, which white light shall be visible on a dark night with clear atmosphere for a distance of two miles from any direction.  Provided, however, that motor powered watercraft under 16 feet in over-all length may use portable lights, which must be clamped on the watercraft when in use; and non-powered watercraft may use a direction for a distance of two miles on a dark night with clear atmosphere.

 b.  All watercraft when at anchor or drifting must show a white light visible from any  direction for a distance of one mile, and such light shall be lit from sunset to sunrise,  except that a watercraft anchored in a cove within one hundred feet of shore and 200 feet away from normal navigation, and any watercraft anchored at a dock or pier need not have the white light lit.

c.  All Watercraft when in use shall have a board and readily accessible life preservers,  vests, or other similar buoyant devices capable of keeping every person on board afloat.

d.  No watercraft other than an authorized Water Patrol Boat or other police watercraft  shall use or display a police, sheriff or law enforcement officers flag, or any device designed to simulate such a flag.

e.  No person shall board, use, damage or tamper with a watercraft, except when done by the owner or with the owner's consent.       

f.  No person under fifteen years of age shall operate a watercraft powered by a motor of  ten horse power or more, unless accompanied by a competent person fifteen years of age or older.

Subd. 7.  Water skiing or surf boarding within 150 feet of an occupied craft, and careless or reckless act on water skis or a surf board.  For the purposes of this subdivision both the person or persons operating the watercraft and the person or persons being towed shall be deemed equally guilty if convicted of a violation hereof.

Subd. 8. The failure to equip and maintain lights, and to have such lights lighted when the boat or vessel is operated within the limits of the City at night.

Subd. 9.  Operating a boat or vessel in a careless or reckless manner, in or about an area occupied by swimmers.

Section 1005:25.  Buildings or Structures Which Endanger Public Safety, Health or Property 

Within the City.

Subd. 1.  Any building or structure in the City which is found  by the City Building Inspector or Fire Marshall to be dangerous to public safety, health, or to other property by reason of matters set forth in the subdivisions which follow.

Subd. 2.  Damage by fire; or

Subd. 3.  Defective chimneys or stovepipes; or

Subd. 4.  Dilapidated condition or decay; or

Subd. 5.  Defective electric wiring; or

Subd. 6.  Defective gas installation; or

Subd. 7.  Defective heating apparatus; or

Subd. 8.  Defective sewage disposal system or plumbing; or

Subd. 9.  Any other defect endangering the public safety, health or other property; is hereby declared to be a nuisance affecting public safety and health.

Section 1005:30.  Enforcement of Section 1005:25.  The Building Inspector or the Fire Marshall 

may order such nuisance abated by ordering its repair, correction or removal.  Such order shall be in writing and shall order the repair, correction or removal.  Such order shall be in writing and shall order the repair, correction or removal of the nuisance within 30 days or such other time as the Building Inspector or Fire Marshall shall deem reasonable.  Such order shall be served upon the owner, the lessee or the occupant by mail or by personal service.  The order may provide that the building or structure not be further used or occupied until the repair or correction of the defect.

Section 1005:35.  Penalty.  Any person, firm or corporation who shall cause or create any nuisance or permit any nuisance to be created or be placed upon or to remain upon any premises owned or occupied by him, and any person, firm or corporation who shall fail to comply with any reasonable order made pursuant to the provisions of Sections 1005:00 through penal offense and shall be punished by a fine of not more than ($300.00) or by imprisonment for not more than ninety days, or both.

SECTION 1010 ‑ ANIMALS AT LARGE OR CONFINED
Section 1010:00.  Animals at Large or Confined.  No horse, colt, mule, or any other animal of the horse kind, nor any cow, bull, ox, calf, meat cattle or any animal of the ox or bovine kind, nor any sheep or swine, nor any chickens or turkeys or animals of the poultry kind shall be permitted to run, graze, go or be at large within the limits of this municipality. Nor shall any of the above named types of animals be allowed to be raised or kept, even if confined on ones own or another's private property within the corporate limits of this municipality.

Section 1010:05.  Exceptions.
Subd. 1.  The following shall constitute exceptions to Section 1010:00 and permit the keeping of animals, as defined in Section 1010:00 within the corporate limits of this municipality so long as all of the conditions set forth in the subdivisions which follow are met.

Subd.2.  The keeping of animals, as defined in this ordinance, are for the sole purpose of farming, ranching or other agricultural business.

Subd. 3.  The farming, ranching or other agricultural business is owned and operated by the owner of the property.

Subd. 4.  The overall agricultural business constitutes ninety (90) per cent of the owners annual income and the income is necessary to maintain his or her livelihood.

Subd. 5.  The agricultural business and keeping of animals was in complete and full operation prior to the adoption of this ordinance.

Subd. 6. All animals as defined in this ordinance are confined or fenced in on the owners property and are not at any time allowed to wander or graze on any other persons or parties property.

Section 1010:10.  Expansion of Grazing Land.  It shall be in violation of this ordinance to expand the present grazing lands for animals as set forth in Section 1010:00, in this municipality, by any owner in the farming, ranching or agricultural business.  Animals will be confined to only that area being used at the time of the adoption of this ordinance.

Section 1010:15.  Transfer of Land.  The use of agricultural land for the keeping of animals as defined in this ordinance shall terminate and become void within the limits of this municipality should the property for that use be sold in any way transferred from one party to another.

Section 1010:20.  Bee Keeping Provisions.
Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish certain requirements for beekeeping within the City, and to avoid conflicts which might otherwise be associated with beekeeping in populated areas, all for the sake of preserving the safety and well-being of the community.
Subdivision 2.  Definitions.  As used in this Ordinance, the following words and terms shall have the meanings ascribed in this Ordinance unless the context of their usage indicates another usage.

1. Apiary – Any place or location where one or more Colonies or Nuclei of Bees are kept.

2. Beekeeper – A person who owns or has charge of one or more Colonies of Bees.

3. Beekeeping Equipment – Anything used in the operation of an Apiary, such as Hive bodies, supers, frames, top and bottom boards and extractors.

4. Bees – Means any stage of the common Honeybee, apis mellifera, or other Bees kept for the production of honey or wax.

5. Colony – Means an aggregate of Bees consisting principally of workers, but having, when perfect, one queen and at times drones, brood, combs, and honey.

6. Hive – The receptacle inhabited by a Colony that is manufactured for that purpose. One Hive houses one swarm consisting of one queen and worker Bees.

7. Honey Bee – All life stages of the common domestic Honey Bee, apis mellifera species, or other Bees kept for the production of honey or wax.

8. Lot – A contiguous parcel of land under common ownership.

9. Nucleus Colony – A small quantity of Bees with a queen housed in a smaller than usual Hive box designed for a particular purpose.


Subdivision 3.  Standards of Practice.

1. Honey Bee Colonies meeting the requirements of this ordinance may be kept only upon a Lot containing a single dwelling unit, and within the R-1 Low Density Residential District or the R-2 Medium Density Residential District.
2. Honey Bee Colonies shall be kept in Hives with removable frames, which shall be kept in sound and usable condition.

3. Each Beekeeper shall ensure that a convenient source of water is available within twenty-five (25) feet of the Hive, stand boxes or apiaries.

4. Each Beekeeper shall ensure that no wax comb or other material that might encourage robbing by other Bees are left upon the grounds of the Apiary Lot.  Such materials once removed from the site shall be handled and stored in sealed containers, or placed within a building or other insect-proof container.

5. For each Colony permitted to be maintained under this ordinance, there may also be maintained upon the same Apiary Lot, one Nucleus Colony in a Hive structure not to exceed one standard 9-5/8 inch depth 10-frame Hive body with no supers.

6. Each Beekeeper shall maintain Beekeeping Equipment in good condition, including keeping the Hives painted if they have been painted but are peeling or flaking, and securing unused equipment from weather, potential theft or vandalism and occupancy by swarms.  It shall not be a defense to this ordinance that a Beekeeper's unused equipment attracted a swarm and that the Beekeeper is not intentionally keeping Bees.

7. No Bees shall be kept upon any land not owned or possessed by the keeper of such Bees. 

8. A conspicuous sign identifying the site as housing Bees and warning of danger shall be posted at entrance and exit points of all Hive enclosures.

9. It shall be unlawful for any person to place, establish, or maintain any Hive, stand, box, Apiary, or keep any Bees in or upon premises within the corporate limits of the city unless the Bees are kept in accordance with the provisions of this article.

10. Nothing in this article shall be deemed or construed to prohibit the keeping of Bees within a school for the purpose of observation, or within a physician’s office or laboratory for the purpose of medical research, treatment, or other scientific purposes.

Subdivision 4.  Requirements for Hives.

 

1. No person shall establish or maintain any Hive or keep any Bees on any premises within 50 feet of any occupied dwelling, except the dwelling of the owner of such Bees, or within 25 feet of any property line, sidewalk, alley or other public way as measured from the nearest point on the Hive to the property line, sidewalk, alley or other public right of way.  No person shall establish or maintain a number of Colonies or Hives, on any premises such as to constitute a nuisance to neighboring property owners as determined by the City, based on all provisions of this ordinance.  

2. No Hive shall be kept or maintained within 200 feet of a school or licensed child day care center.  

3. The distance requirements shall be enforced with the exception of an adjacent property owner or occupant who may request in a written affidavit to the City that the distance requirements be waived pertaining to their property line.  The affidavit may be voided at any time upon the request from the submitting owner or occupant.

4. All Hives located on premises shall be surrounded by a solid fence six (6) feet in height with the entrance facing no less than ten (10) feet from the fence.  All gates must be locked with a key or combination lock at all times.
5. No Colony or Hive shall be kept or maintained within any front yard. 
Subdivision 5.  Colony Density.

1.  No person is permitted to keep or maintain more than two (2) Colonies on any Lot or parcel.  

2.   If the Beekeeper serves the community by removing a swarm or swarms of Honey Bees from locations where they are not desired, the Beekeeper shall not be considered in violation of the portion of this ordinance limiting the number of Colonies if they temporarily house the swarm on the Apiary Lot in compliance with the standards of practice set out in this ordinance for no more than 30 days from the date acquired.

Subdivision 6.  Application for Certificate of Compliance.  An Application for a Certificate of Compliance shall be made to the City upon forms furnished by the City prior to installing, altering or establishing a Colony of Bees within a Hive. A Certificate of Compliance must be obtained to assure that all Colonies and Hives meet all requirements of this Ordinance.  
1.
The Application shall include the following data.  

a.
Name and address of applicant and property owner.

b.
Legal description of the property.

c.
A site plan or survey, if deemed necessary by the City, illustrating the dimensions of the property, including location and distances of neighboring residences and the location of the Hive in relation to any property lines, sidewalk, alleys, and right-of-ways.  

d.
Location of any schools or licensed child day care center.

2. All applications shall be accompanied by an application fee, if any is required by the City.

3. Upon establishment of the Colony and placement of the Hive and after all requirements of this Ordinance are met, the City shall issue a Certificate of Compliance upon a form furnished by the City. 

Subdivision 7.  Right of Entry and Inspection.

1.
An officer, agent, employee or representative of the City may inspect any Apiary on any property for the purpose of ensuring compliance with the provisions of this Ordinance between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. once annually upon prior notice to the owner of the Apiary property, and more often upon complaint without prior notice.

2.
If the City determines that the keeping of Bees is creating a nuisance or is being operated in a manner hazardous to persons or property, or not meeting the requirements of this Ordinance, the City may revoke the Certificate of Compliance after a hearing is held by the City Council upon ten (10) days written notice given to the owner.

Subdivision 8.  Compliance.

1.
Upon receipt of credible information that any Colony located within the City is not being kept in compliance with this ordinance, the City Administrator shall cause an investigation to be conducted. If the investigation shows that a violation may exist and will continue, the City Administrator shall cause a written notice of hearing to be issued to the Beekeeper, which notice shall set forth:

a.
The date, the time and the place that the hearing will be held, which date shall be not less than 30 days from the date of the notice.

b.
The violation alleged.

c.
That the Beekeeper may appear in person or through counsel, present evidence, and cross examine witnesses.

d.
That if the City Council finds that they have been kept in violation of this ordinance, and if the violation is not remediated within the time allowed, the Bees may be ordered removed and/or destroyed.


Notices shall be given by certified U.S. Mail or personal delivery.  However, if the Beekeeper cannot be located, then notice may be given by publication in the official newspaper, at least seven days before the hearing.

2.
The hearing shall be conducted by the City Council.  If the City Council finds a violation, then they may order that the Bees be removed from the City, or such other action as may address the violation; and that the Apiary Lot be disqualified for permitting under this ordinance for a period of two years from the date of the order, or the Apiary Lot ownership changes, in which case the prohibition shall terminate.  If the order has not been complied with within 20 days of the order, the City may remove or destroy the Bees and charge the Beekeeper with the cost thereof.  Upon destruction of Bees by the City, all equipment shall be returned by the City to the Beekeeper, with expenses of transportation to be paid by the Beekeeper.  The City's destruction of the Bees shall be by a method that will not damage or contaminate the equipment.

3.

No hearing and no order shall be required for the destruction of Honey Bees not residing in a Hive structure that is intended for beekeeping.

Subdivision 9.  Presumed Colony/Hive Value.  For the purpose of enforcing City ordinances against destruction of property, each Colony/Hive shall be presumed to have a value of $275.
Subdivision 10.  Violations, Penalties and Fees.
 

1.  
Separate offenses.  Each day a violation of this Ordinance is committed or permitted to continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable under this Ordinance.

 

2. 
Misdemeanor.  Unless otherwise provided, violation of this Ordinance shall constitute a misdemeanor punishable as provided in City Code.   Specific fines may be charged by resolution of the City Council.

 

3.  
Fees.  Any and all fees addressed in this ordinance shall be set by the City Council.

Subdivision 11.  Savings Clause.  In the event any part of this ordinance or its application to any person or property is held to be unenforceable for any reason, the unenforceability thereof will not affect the enforceability and application of the remainder of this ordinance, which will remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 1020 ‑ NUISANCES AFFECTING RIGHT OF
PRIVACY (GREEN RIVER ORDINANCE)
Section 1020:00.  Nuisances Affection Right of Privacy.  The practice of going in and upon private residences in this municipality by solicitors, peddlers, hawkers, itinerant merchants and transient vendors for the purpose of soliciting orders for the sale of goods, wares, merchandise, or services of any kind, or for the purpose of peddling the same, upon private residences whose owners or occupants have placed upon or near the usual entrance thereto a sign bearing the notice "Peddlers and Solicitors Prohibited," or upon private residences whose owners or occupants have not requested or invited them to do so, is hereby declared to be a nuisance.

Section 1020:05.  Nuisances Prohibited.  Any person who shall commit, cause, or create a nuisance as herein defined shall be guilty of a penal offense.

Section 1020:10.  Damage or Defacing of Signs.  Any person, other than the person occupying such premises, who shall remove, injure, damage, or deface the placard or sign referred to above in this ordinance, shall be guilty of a penal offense.

Section 1020:15.  Applicability.  This ordinance shall not apply to persons duly licensed or specifically exempted from licensing under the constitution and laws of the State of Minnesota or the ordinances of this municipality, at such times as such persons are conducting only the activity described in such laws and ordinances; it shall not apply to persons making an initiatory uninvited call upon householders of this municipality as a preliminary to the subsequent establishment of a regular route service for the sale and delivery to customers of the daily necessities of life which are perishable or subject to spoiling within a reasonably short time; and it shall not apply to charitable organizations, and representatives thereof duly registered under Laws of Minnesota, 1961, Chapter 309, M.S.A., Sections 309.50 to 309.61, or those specifically exempted from registration under the provisions thereof.

Section 1020:20.  Handbills.  In order to reduce the stream of solid waste being handled by the City, in order to reduce a source of litter, in order to reduce the likelihood of tipping off criminals when citizens are out of town, and in order to provide additional privacy for its citizens, the City Council of Cold Spring has determined that the following Ordinance would further the stated aims and objectives in a manner that is consistent with the State and Federal Constitutions and Statutes.


Subd. 1.  Definitions.  For the purpose of this ordinance, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section:


a.   Commercial handbill means any printed or written matter, any sample or device, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, paper, magazine, paper booklet or any other printed or otherwise reproduced original or copies of any matter, writing or graphic;



1.   Which advertises for sale any merchandise, product, commodity or thing, or;



2.   Which directs attention to any business or mercantile or commercial establishment, or other activity, for the purpose of either directly or indirectly promoting the interests thereof by sales, or;



3.   Which directs attention to or advertises any meeting, exhibition, event or activity of any kind or;



4.   Which while containing reading matter other than advertising matter is predominantly and essentially an advertisement, and is distributed or circulated for advertising purpose or for the private benefit and gain of any person so engaged as advertiser or distributor.  


b.   Non-commercial handbill means any printed or written matter, any sample or device, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, paper, magazine, paper booklet or any other printed or otherwise reproduced original or copies of any matter, writing or graphic not included in the definitions of a commercial handbill. 


c.   Private Premises means any privately owned house, building, structure, business structure, commercial grounds, commercial structure, commercial premises or privately owned grounds or parking lots. 


d.   Public premises means any publicly owned street, walk, sidewalk, boulevard, avenue, lane, alley or other public way, public parking lots, public parks, public ways, spaces, grounds, buildings, or structures. 


e.   Posted premises means the placing of signs on private premises and/or public premises, in a conspicuous place, at or near the pedestrian and/or vehicular entrance thereof, a sign bearing the words “No Posting or Handbills Allowed”  or any similar notice indicating in any manner that the owners and/or occupants of such premises do not desire to have any such commercial handbills and/or non-commercial handbills left, distributed or handed upon such premises.  

Subd. 2.  The following shall be prohibited on private premises and/or public premises, which have been posted in accordance with Subdivision 1, E of this Ordinance. 


a.   Depositing or distribution of commercial or non-commercial handbills on private premises.  No person shall hand, distribute, deposit, post, stick, stamp, paint, affix, place, throw, scatter, cast or otherwise offer, hand or distribute or cause such activity to be done by any person, any commercial handbill or non-commercial handbill to or upon any posted private premises. 


b.   Depositing or distribution of commercial or non-commercial handbills in or upon vehicles or occupants thereof.  No person shall hand, distribute, deposit, post, stick, stamp, paint, affix, place, throw, scatter, cast or cause such activity to be done by any person, any commercial handbill or non-commercial handbill in or upon any automobile or other vehicle or hand or offer the same to the occupant of any automobile or other vehicle located on, entering onto or leaving any posted private premises.  


c.   Handing or distributing commercial or non-commercial handbills to pedestrians.  No person shall hand, distribute, deposit, place, throw, scatter, cast or cause such activity to be done by any person, any commercial handbill or non-commercial handbill to any pedestrian located on, entering onto, or leaving posted private premises.  


d.   Request by the owner of private premises to cease certain activities.  No person shall hand, distribute, deposit, post, stick, stamp, paint, affix, place, throw, scatter, cast or cause such activity to be done by any person, any commercial handbill or non-commercial handbill upon any private premises which are not posted premises if requested, orally or in writing, by the owner or owner’s representative of such private premises to terminate said activities.


e.
Responsibility for actions of another.  Any public or private establishment, business, organization or group whose distribution of commercial handbills or non-commercial handbills are in violation of any Section of Subdivision 2 of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be prima facie or responsible for such violation and subject to penalty therefor.

Subd. 3.   Penalty.  Violations of any of the conduct prohibited by this ordinance shall constitute a misdemeanor criminal offense and anyone found guilty thereof shall be subject to a fine of not more than $700.00 and/or imprisonment of up to 90 days in jail or as a misdemeanor as defined in Minnesota Statutes Section 609.02.  

� Amended by Ordinance No. 289 on September 11, 2007





