
COLD SPRING joint meeting of CITY COUNCIL and planning commission

MONDAY, july 23, 2007, 6:00 PM

MEETING MINUTES

The following Council members were found to be present: Dale Giinthir, Mike Kathman, Doug Schmitz, Fran Ramler and Brigetta Klemek.  Doug Schmitz arrived at 6:09 p.m. and Brigetta Klemek arrived at 7:05 p.m.  Planning Commission members present included: Gary Theisen, Mike Kathman, Ann Harren, Bill Foss and Aaron Cheeley.  Staff and consultants present: Larry Lahr and Karin Tank.  

call to order & pledge of allegiance

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by the group.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION MADE BY HARREN, SECONDED BY KATHMAN, TO APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.  BY CONCENSUS THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE MEETING SHOULD BE ADJOURNED AT 9:00 P.M.

PUBLIC HEARING ON REQUIRING CERTIFICATE OF SURVEY

Chairman Theisen opened the public hearing at 6:04 p.m.  Karin Tank summarized the materials and background, including draft zoning ordinance language requiring certificates of survey on new residential construction.  No persons were present in the audience to speak at the public hearing.  After calling for persons to speak three times and hearing no one else, Chairperson Theisen closed the public hearing at 7:00 p.m.  Discussion followed regarding the need and specifications for requiring certificates of survey.

motion was made by kathman, seconded by cheely, to RECOMMEND AN ORDINANCE TEXT AMENDMENT TO REQUIRE CERTIFICATES OF SURVEY ON NEW RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION.  MOTION PASSED 3-2 WITH MEMBERS FOSS AND HARREN VOTING IN THE NEGATIVE. MEMBER HARREN NOTED THAT HER VOTE WAS DUE IN PART TO THE TIMING, STATING CONCERNS OVER A RECESSION IN CONSTRUCTION AND NOT WANTing TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL COST TO DEVELOPMENT.  

KATHMANN PULLED THE MOTION FOLLOWNG A DISCUSSION ON THE NEED TO INVOLVE ALL MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL AND OBTAIN ADDITIONAL INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE ESTIMATES OF SURVEY COSTS FROM THE LOCAL SURVEYORS AS WELL AS INQUIRING AS TO WHAT DEVELOPERS ARE CURRENTLY COMPLETING SURVEYS IN OTHER COMMUNITIES.  DALE GIINTHIR NOTED THAT HE WOULD NOT BE IN FAVOR OF THE AMENDMENT CITING REASONS RELATED TO KEEPING THE HOUSING STOCK AFFORDABLE.

RIVER OAKS VILLA PUD AMENDMENT

Lahr reviewed the background related to six empty lots on the south side of River Oaks Drive.  The developed lots have not adhered to the front or rear yard setbacks.  The plat was approved in the late 1980s, and the minutes contain no mention of any PUD Plan, special provisions related to setback, or even such a request by Ray Schreiner.  Staff doesn’t have any explanation for why permits have been issued throughout the years without adherence to the setbacks, but some of the homes that were measured are as close as 22’ from the front property line and as much as 38’.  The rear yard setbacks are as shallow as 9’. Ray Schreiner has a buyer for one of the lots, whose interest is dependent upon his ability to construct a house with virtually the same floor plan as an existing one down the street.  Since that home is far too close to the rear yard, and about 3’ too close to the front yard; staff recommends that the City amend/create a PUD Plan to allow the existing concept on this street to continue.  A resolution could be drafted that would explain the background leading up to this issue, then have clear provisions for the setbacks for these vacant six lots.  The Council and Commission concurred that this would be the best alternative to address the situation.  

MOTION MADE BY HARREN, SECONDED BY KATHMAN, TO DRAFT A RESOLUTION TO BE APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL PROVIDING PROVISIONS FOR THE REMAINING SIX LOTS AT RIVER OAKS VILLA WHICH WOULD ALLOW FOR THE CURRENT ARRANGEMENT OF SETBACKS.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0.

REVIEW OF DRAFT COMMUNITY FACILITIES CHAPTER OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
REVIEW OF DRAFT SENSE OF COMMUNITY CHAPTER OF THE COMPREHESIVE PLAN
REVIEW COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SCHEDULE

The group reviewed the draft community facilities and sense of community chapters of the 2007 Comprehensive Plan, as well as the updated meeting schedule.  

PLANNING COMMISSION APPROVAL OF JUNE 25, 2007 MINUTES

MOTION MADE BY HARREN, SECONDED BY FOSS, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 25, 2007 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0.

PLANNING COMMISSION RECESS

MOTION MADE BY FOSS TO RECESS UNTIL THURSDAY AUGUST 15, 2007 AT 6:00 PM AT THE LIONS PARK SHELTER, SECONDED BY kathman.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNMENT

MOTION WAS MADE BY KATHMAN, SECONDED BY KLEMEK, TO ADJOURN AT 8:55 PM.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.


___________________________________            
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Larry Lahr, City Administrator
_________________________________

Gary Theisen, Planning Commission Chair
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