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Wednesday, november 28, 2007, 6:30 PM, COLD SPRING joint CITY COUNCIL and Planning Commission meeting minutes 

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the City Council meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The following Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Dale Giinthir, Mike Kathman, Brigetta Klemek and Fran Ramler.  The following Planning Commission members were found to be present: Gary Theisen, Aaron Cheeley, Ann Harren, and Bill Foss.  Others present: Larry Lahr, Karin Tank, Mike Thielen, Arnie Schmitt, Glen Stalboerger, Sarah Erickson, Mike Decker, Don Girtz, Charlie Harren, Jeremy Mathiasen, Chad Kraemer, Jen Wagner, and Angie Haag. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY Kathman, SECONDED By Giinthir, To approve the AGENDA of the November 28, 2007, Joint City Council and Planning Commission meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

a. Approve Minutes – November 13, 2007
MOTION WAS MADE BY kathman, SECONDED BY klemek, To approve the minutes of the November 13, 2007 regular council meeting.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

Public hearing to consider adoption of comprehensive plan 

Mayor Schmitz opened the public hearing at 6:31 p.m.  Planning Consultant Karin Tank explained the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan and gave a presentation on the plan.  Mayor Schmitz called three times for those wishing to be heard at the public hearing.  After hearing none, he closed the public hearing at 6:54 p.m.

MOTION WAS MADE BY CHEELEY, SECONDED BY HARREN, TO RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AS SUBMITTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

MOTION WAS MADE BY KATHMAN, SECONDED BY KLEMEK, TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION AND ADOPT RESOLUTION 2007-51, A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE 2007 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, A COMPILATION OF POLICY STATEMENTS, GOALS, STANDARDS AND MAPS FOR GUIDING THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT OF THE MUNICIPALITY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

CONSIDER JOINT PC/CC MEETING ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 17TH FOR PRESENTATION BY CITY ATTORNEY 

The Planning Commission and City Council agreed by general consensus that they would meet on December 17th for a presentation by the City Attorney.  

planning commission recess 

MOTION WAS MADE BY HARREN, SECONDED BY CHEELEY, TO RECESS AT 7:01 P.M. UNTIL MONDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2007 IN LEUI OF THE REGULAR MEETING DATE IN DECEMBER.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

ASSESSMENT HEARING RAY’S CONSTRUCTION OF COLD SPRING

Mayor Schmitz opened the public hearing at 7:01 p.m.  Lahr explained that Ray Schriener had requested that the City assess him for the fill provided for the future North Pointe 5.  Mayor Schmitz called three times for those wishing to speak at the hearing, after hearing none, he closed the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY GIINTHIR, SECONDED BY KLEMEK, TO APPROVE THE ASSESSMENT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY AND RAY’S CONSTRUCTION OF COLD SPRING, INC.; FUTHERMORE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2007-49, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN ASSESSMENT FOR FILL WORK IN NORTH POINTE PLAT 5.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
ASSESSMENT HEARING GLUEK BREWING COMPANY
Mayor Schmitz opened the public hearing at 7:05 p.m.   Lahr explained that Gluek had requested the City to finance a portion of the $1.4 million wastewater pretreatment facility as an assessment to Gluek.  Lahr stated that the final amount requested for the City to finance is $400,000, which can be done through an inter-fund loan using the sewer fund and possibly the general fund reserves.  Mayor Schmitz called three times for those wishing to speak at the public hearing, after hearing none he closed the public hearing at 7:11 p.m.

MOTION WAS MADE BY KLEMEK, SECONDED BY GIINTHIR, TO DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE AN ASSESSMENT AGREEMENT TO BE SIGNED BY THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR AND MAYOR, BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY AND GLUEK BREWING COMPANY; FURTHERMORE, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2007-50, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING AN ASSESSMENT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A WASTEWATER PRE-TREATMENT FACILITY FOR REFLO, INC. AND GLUEK BREWING COMPANY, INC.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

ADDENDUM TO DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT FOR BLUE HERON HEIGHTS THREE
Lahr explained that Don Girtz had inquired if he could assume the assessments from Heartland Appraisal for four lots in Blue Heron Heights Third Addition.  Lahr explained that staff did not have any objections to the request, although the City Attorney advised that only three assessments be allowed to be outstanding at a time.  The Council discussed the request at length and Girtz described the reasoning of his request and that the assessments would be paid when the home sale closes. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY KATHMAN, SECONDED BY GIINTHIR, TO DIRECT STAFF TO PREPARE AND ADDENDUM TO THE SUBDIVISION AGREEMENT FOR BLUE HERON HEIGHTS THIRD ADDITION TO ALLOW FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE ASSESSMENTS AGAINST FOUR LOTS THROUGH THE SALE TO DON GIRTZ.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

ENDORSE PARKING MODIFICATIONS ALONG COUNTY ROAD 50
Lahr stated there have been many complaints about the vehicles parking along County Road 50 near the west entrance to the Rocori High School parking lot, which limit the sight distance for vehicles exiting the parking lot.  The school district requires a parking permit for their lot and to avoid purchasing a permit, students are parking on the street.  The Council discussed requesting the County to restrict parking on County Road 50 without causing additional parking problems on cross streets in the area.  The Council also directed staff to invite the school district and residents of this area to a future meeting to further discuss the parking issue. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY KLEMEK, SECONDED BY KATHMAN, TO ENDORSE THE LETER TO STEARNS COUNTY, REQUESTING THE IMPOSITION OF PARKING RESTRICTIONS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

REQUEST FOR FUNDING OF LIGHTING WORK FOR FLAGPOLE, CHARLIE HARREN
Harren explained that the improvements to the flagpole have been completed as he had planned, but he was not able to raise enough donations to cover all the costs.  He requested that the City donate the remaining money to fund the project. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY KATHMAN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO MAKE A DONATION TO THE FLAGPOLE PROJECT OF $2,279.88 FROM THE GENERAL GOVERNMENT OR PARKS CAPITAL EXPENDITURE FUND, WHICHEVER IS MORE APPROPRIATE.  MOTION FAILED 2-3.  SCHMITZ, GIINTHIR AND KLEMEK OPPOSED. 

Councilor Klemek suggested that Harren continue to seek more donations from organizations and businesses.  Councilors Giinthir and Schmitz agreed that they would provide a donation but not the full amount.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY KLEMEK, SECONDED BY GIINTHIR, TO DONATE $500 TO THE FLAGPOLE PROJECT.  MOTION PASSED 3-2.  KATHMAN AND RAMLER OPPOSED. 

list of bills and additions 

motion was made by kathman, seconded by schmitz, to approve the payment of the accounts payable according to the list totaling $78,147.04 and the supplemental list totaling $37,208.93 as presented by city staff.  motion passed 5-0.

BUSINESS PARK PLAT 2 LOT CONSOLIDATION INQUIRY

Chad Kraemer requested permission from the Council to consolidate lots in the Business Park Plat Two.  He explained that he has a potential buyer interested in a larger building than what would fit on the existing lots.  Planning Consultant Tank offered her opinion stating that the size of lots were designed for the intended use of the project as personal storage/business incubator and that a larger building would not fit with the intention of this project.  The Council discussed the matter and learned that since the plat has not yet been recorded, a lot consolidation could be made now without having to go through the legal requirements of vacating easements.  With the exception of Councilor Klemek, the rest of the Council agreed to allow lot nine and ten to be consolidated.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY KATHMAN, SECONDED BY GIINTHIR, TO DIRECT STAFF TO AMEND THE FINAL VERSION OF THE COLD SPRING BUSINESS PARK PLAT 2.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

ADJOURN

MOTION WAS MADE BY kathman, SECONDED By klemek, TO ADJOURN at 8:54 p.m. seeing no further business to come before the council.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Larry J. Lahr, City Administrator

