December 10, 2013 Regular City Council Meeting

Page 3 of 3

tuesday, december 10, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann and Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Brian Lintgen, Paul Hoeschen, Pete Weber, Kris Dockendorf, Russ Kalthoff, Duane Krueger, Jeff Illies, Barb Hammer, Joe Velazques, Tim Feldhege, Lynn Feldhege, Keith Dickhaus, Jody Dickhaus, Donna Knaus, John Knaus, Randy Ficker, Lesley Hentges, Alice Hamann’s daughter and Angie Haag.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY dingmann, SECONDED By ramler, To approve the agenda of the december 10, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

consent agenda 

a.  Minutes – November 27, 2013  
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 27, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
B.  Approvals for St. Boniface for 2014 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ADOPT RESOLUTION 2013-22, A RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVALS FOR ST. BONIFACE PARISH FOR THEIR WINTER FESTIVAL, BONI BALL, CASH RAFFLE, AND PARISH FESTIVAL FOR 2014.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

HEARING ON DELIQUENT ACCOUNTS 
Mayor Schmitz opened the hearing on the delinquent accounts at 6:01 pm.  After calling for comments and seeing none he closed the hearing at 6:02 pm.   
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO CERTIFY ASSESSMENTS FOR DELINQUENT UTILITY BILLS FOR THE FOLLOWING: PARCEL ID 48.29692.0000 IN THE AMOUNT OF $841.64, 48.29129.0000 IN THE AMOUNT OF $777.34, 48.24400.0000 IN THE AMOUNT OF $255.32, 48.29401.0207 IN THE AMOUNT OF $387.65, 48.29946.0001 IN THE AMOUNT OF $886.86, 48.29897.0010 IN THE AMOUNT OF $168.44, 48.30016.0010 IN THE AMOUNT OF $607.98 AND 48.29830.0000 IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,196.00.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
BASEBALL PARK CONSTRUCTION PROECT FOR 2014 – C.S. AREA BASEBALL ASSOCIATION 
Duane Krueger and Jeff Illies presented the Council with their request to continue to move forward with a concept plan for a new concession stand and deck at the Baseball Park in 2014 in time for the State Tournament.  Krueger explained that they had presented this concept plan to the Park Board and they were encouraging them to move forward.  The plan consists of a new expanded concession stand and deck along the first base line.  Krueger stated that sometime in future they may turn the old concession stand into a hall of fame to display trophies. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO PROCEED WITH PLANNING FOR CONCESSION STAND AND DECK AT THE BASEBALL PARK, FOR CONSTRUCTION IN 2014.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
PRESENTATION OF 2013 UTILITY RATE STUDY 
Kris Dockendorf presented the 2013 Utility Rate Study to the Council.  She explained that an increase was planned for 2014 for the sewer rates, to increase the flat rate fee from $22.00 to $23.00, and the per 1,000 rate from $5.50 to $6.00.  She reminded the Council that they had previously stated their preference for small increases each year instead large increases less frequently.  She stated with the increase the sewer fund will still be weak but will begin to be healthy in about eight years.  There was no increase proposed for the water fund.  She stated that an increase is planned for the storm water rate, to increase from $1.75 to $3.00 in 2014.  She stated that the storm water fund was only started a year ago, so it will be several years before it has a healthy fund balance.  She added that the purchase of a street sweeper is planned for 2014 from this fund.  She explained that an ordinance would be prepared for the next meeting to adopt the utility rates for 2014.     
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO ADOPT THE 2013 UTILITY RATE STUDY AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

TRUTH IN TAXATION MEETING FOR 2014 BUDGET AND LEVY
Dockendorf explained that although there were some internal shifts within the budget the total levy amount had not changed from the preliminary levy that was adopted in September.  She stated that beginning in 2014 the state has declared that municipalities will again be exempt from sales tax.  She stated that as a result the City will save approximately $16,291.24 from the general fund in 2014 and that without those savings the City may have had to raise the tax levy to fund large purchases such as the squad car and street sweeper.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2013-20, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE FINAL 2014 COLLECTIBLE TAX LEVY, ALONG WITH THE FINAL GENERAL FUND, WATER, SEWER, EDA AND STORM WATER BUDGETS FOR 2014.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 

A.  Replace Compressor 

Hoeschen reported that a compressor needs to be replaced for the ultra violet disinfection controls.  Mayor Schmitz inquired if this was purchase was able to be delayed a few weeks and ordered in January to save on sales tax.  Hoeschen stated that if possible he will wait to order until January but requested Council approval in case it couldn’t wait that long. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A COMPRESSOR ON THE ULTRA VIOLET DISINFECTION CONTROLS CABINET FROM SCR COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,412; FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID FROM LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6313.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

B.  Road Salt Purchase 

Hoeschen explained that the road salt is purchased from Holicky Brothers because they offer the same pricing as the state bid, but they don’t require the City to commit to purchase a certain amount of salt. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF ROAD SALT FROM HOLICKY BROTHERS, NOT TO EXCEED $1,975.55; FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID FROM LINE ITEM 11-50-51-6315.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

C.  Warming House Attendant

Hoeschen explained that only one application was turned in and they still have an additional position to fill. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF MASON RUEGEMER AS WARMING HOUSE ATTENDANT AND TO AUTHORIZE THE ADVERTISING FOR ONE ADDITIONAL ATTENDANT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

D.  Well Update
Hoeschen explained that the two wells sites being considered are still looking favorable.  He stated that they both will have a pump well on them soon and that they will continue with testing.

E.  Granite Community Bank

Hoeschen stated that the sidewalk along the new Granite Community Bank is still being worked on and that it won’t be shoveled at this point because of the fresh concrete. 

COUNTY ROAD 50 PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT HEARING

Mayor Schmitz opened the public hearing at 7:01 pm.  Hetland stated that the meeting notice had been published and sent to the property owners as legally required.  Hetland explained the assessment process for paying for the improvements.  Lintgen presented the County Road 50 improvement plan including sewer, water, storm water, curb and gutter, and streets.  He explained that Stearns County would be paying for the cost of the bituminous which he estimated at $70,000 to $80,000, a significant portion of the project cost.  He went on to answer questions that property owners asked.  He stated that construction would likely start after school is finished and be completed before school starts.  Mayor Schmitz called for those speaking in favor of the project and several members of the audience stated they were in favor of it.  He then called for those in opposition three times and seeing none he closed the hearing at 7:47 pm.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE COUNTY ROAD 50 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

CITY ENGINEER REPORT 

A.  Granite Landing

Lintgen stated that the streetscaping will likely be wrapped up this week. 

B.  2nd Avenue North Improvements
Lintgen stated that O’Malley and Kron are updating the property owner information for the feasibility study. 

C.  River Links 2nd Addition
Lintgen stated that water will be shut off to the development all winter due to some hydrant issues.  Hetland stated that the developer has asked the Council to consider waiving the requirement that blacktop be installed before the first house is built in the residential phase of the development.  The Council discussed the potential issues that may arise if special permission is granted and requested that the police and fire departments be consulted too.  After further discussion the Council agreed that an agreement should be required, whereby the developer would accept all costs that may incur by allowing homes to be built before the road is finished in the development.   

APPROVAL TO HIRE PART-TIME POLICE OFFICER 
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE OF HIRING SHAWN THOMES FOR THE POSITION OF PART-TIME POLICE OFFICER EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, WITH A STARTING PAY OF $17.32 WHICH IS THE FIRST STEP OF THE PART-TIME POLICE OFFICER PAY SCALE WITH THE ONLY BENEFIT BEING THE CURRENT PART-TIME CLOTHING ALLOWANCE OF $30.00 PER CALENDAR QUARTER, IF THE EMPLOYEE WORKS 36 OR MORE HOURS DURING THAT QUARTER.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
LIST OF BILLS AND ADDITIONS

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $351,430.63 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $57,916.14 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
CLOSED MEETING

Mayor Schmitz announced that they would be closing the meeting at 7:56 p.m. for the purpose of discussing the purchase of property from Lance Honer near the Public Works Department.  The Council agreed that an appraisal of the property was needed in order to move forward with purchasing discussions.   
ADJOURN
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:11 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
 Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
