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wednesday, february 26, 2014 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Paul Hoeschen, Brian Lintgen, Eric Boucher, Sarah Boucher, Craig Kritzeck, Jason Blum, Scott Staska, Marty Bode, Scott Krone, Dan Weber, Dave Heinen, Frank Schreiner, Eric Johnson, Sue Kadlec, Dave Unze, Bruce Meyer, Joyce Meyer, Brendon Duffy, and Angie Mueller.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Councilor Thelen proposed that the topic for the workshop at the end of the meeting be changed to a debriefing on the hiring process for the Chief of Police position.  He stated that a critique of the hiring process would be helpful to find out what went right and what could have been improved.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY thelen, SECONDED By ramler, To approve the agenda of the february 26, 2014 city council meeting as amended.  MOTION PASSED 3-2.  Schmitz and dingmann opposed.

closed session regarding the contract for chief of police 
Mayor Schmitz stated that the meeting would be closed at 6:33 pm according to Minnesota State Statute § 13D.05 subdivision 2(b).  The City Attorney was consulted and stated that the meeting could remain open if the individual who is the subject of meeting requested it be open.  Eric Johnson was then given the opportunity to request it be open and he did not do so.  Dave Unze from the St. Cloud Times stated their objection to the meeting being closed as their opinion is that the statute cited does not cover this subject.  City Attorney Sue Kadlec stated that they disagreed and stood by their opinion that it could be closed.  City Administrator Marty Bode requested that the Council take comments before closing the meeting, to which the Council agreed.  Bode stated that he was sick and disappointed in the City of Cold Spring’s decision to not approve a contract with Eric Johnson for the Chief of Police.  He stated that Johnson has completed the hiring process including the background, physical and psychological exams and that he has done nothing wrong.  Bode stated that proper ethics are important in small communities and that the Council should do the ethical thing.  He stated that he will regret being part of the hiring process if this goes south.  Mayor Schmitz stated he would like to note his reason for his abstention on the vote of no confidence at the last meeting, it was because there were no facts presented.  Superintendent of Rocori School District Scott Staska stated that the Council has an important and difficult decision to make.  He stated that he believed the Council should follow through with the recommendation from the hiring committee since the employment conditions have been met.  He stated that Johnson’s reputation and future are on the line and that this decision will have professional implications for him.  Paul Hetland asked that the other entities trust the City of Cold Spring and that there is more than what meets the eye.  He stated that he hopes they can all move forward and trust each other.  Seeing no further comments Mayor Schmitz closed the meeting at 6:57 p.m.  At 7:56 p.m. the meeting was opened. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO OFFER THE POSITION OF CHIEF OF POLICE TO ERIC JOHNSON.   MOTION FAILED 2-2, WITH SCHMITZ AND DINGMANN VOTING IN FAVOR, RAMLER AND THELEN VOTING IN OPPOSITION AND STADTHER ABSTAINING DUE TO A CONFLICT OF INTEREST.  
consent agenda 

a.  Minutes – February 11, 2014  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 11, 2014 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
POLICE DEPARTMENT SQUAD CAR PURCHASE 
Interim Police Chief Chris Boucher explained that several generous donations have been received from local individuals and businesses towards the purchase of new cameras for five squad cars and that more are expected.  He stated that the City has received reimbursement for special events worked in 2013 that would make the purchase possible. Hetland stated that there are balances in the both the equipment and equipment repairs and upkeep line items totaling approximately $15,000.    

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF FIVE SQUAD CAR CAMERAS FROM WATCH GUARD AT A COST OF $33,245.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 
a.  Purchase Ballast Cards   
Hoeschen stated that he would like to have some of the ballast cards refurbished by two different companies so that he could compare which one he would like to use again in the future. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE REFURBISHING OF 20 BALLAST CARDS FOR THE ULTRA VIOLET DISINFECTION SYSTEM WITH TEN CARDS BEING REFURBISHED BY SESSCO AT A COST OF $3,750 AND TEN CARDS BEING REFURBISHED BY UV DOCTOR AT A COST OF $3,750, FURTHERMORE FOR THIS TO BE PAID OUT OF LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6313.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
B.  Purchase Kubota Lawnmower 
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF A NEW ZERO-TURN KUBOTA LAWNMOWER INCLUDING A BAGGER SYSTEM FROM ARNOLD’S EQUIPMENT WITH THE TOTAL COSTS, AFTER TRADE-IN IS $10,900; FURTHERMORE THAT THE PURCHASE BE PAID FROM LINE ITEM 11-65-66-6311.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  RAMLER ABSTAINED. 
C.  Discussion of Water Freeze-Up at Bruce & Joyce Meyer Residence
Hoeschen stated that there have been 23 private water line freeze ups in the last month and a half. He stated that one such freeze up has been at the Bruce and Joyce Meyer residence at 1308 5th Avenue North.  The Meyers explained that five years ago their water line had frozen up after which they had added more insulation around their service line pipe in their yard and up to their house.  Hoeschen explained that the water line is frozen underneath the street.  He stated that with his help a temporary hook up for Meyer’s has been made from their neighbor’s house.  Hoeschen stated that the street would need to be dug up to determine the problem and insulation would likely need to be installed.  Hoeschen stated that there had been similar freeze ups in other new developments and explained his struggle to determine if and which ones to dig up in the spring to do repairs.  The Council agreed that this is an exceptionally cold winter and since this is a repeated problem at the Meyer’s property, that it should be dug up and repaired.

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER TO FOLLOW HOESCHEN’S RECOMMENDATION TO FIX THE PROBLEM.  THE MOTION FAILED FOR A LACK OF A SECOND. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO AUTHORIZE HOESCHEN TO DETERMINE THE TIMING TO DIG INTO THE STREET, TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY ENGINEER TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING ASSISTANCE, AND FOR HETLAND TO PROVIDE ASSISTANCE IN DETERMINING COST SHARE ACCORDING TO CITY CODE.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
CITY ENGINEER REPORT 
A.  2nd Avenue Project  

Lintgen stated that he is still working on the Feasibility Report. 
B.  CSAH 50 Reconstruction 
Lintgen explained that the draft plan set was included in the Council packets and the project is ready to be bid. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PLANS FOR THE CSAH 50 RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT AND AUTHORIZE THE BIDDING OF THE PROJECT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
C.  Televising for 2nd Avenue and CSAH 50 Projects 
Lintgen stated the low quote for televising 2nd Avenue sanitary sewer and CSAH 50 storm sewer was submitted by Infrastructure Technologies, Inc.  The quote also includes an hourly rate for root cutting if any are encountered.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE QUOTE FROM INFRASTRUCTURE TECHNOLOGIES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,956.40, FOR TELEVISING.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

ONE DAY GAMBLING LICENSE, WOBEGON PARTNERS 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE FORM LG220 APPLICATION FOR EXEMPT PERMIT TO CONDUCT ONE-DAY GAMBLING FOR WOBEGON PARTNERS FOR A RAFFLE TO BE HELD AUGUST 2, 2014 AT RIVER OAKS GOLF COURSE; FURTHERMORE, TO WAIVE THE 30 DAY WAITING PERIOD FOR SAID PERMIT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

LIST OF BILLS AND ADDITIONS

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $49,265.42 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $58,299.13 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

WORKSHOP ON CHIEF OF POLICE HIRING PROCESS
Due to the late hour of the meeting the Council agreed to postpone this discussion until their next meeting. 
ADJOURN
MOTION WAS MADE BY ramler, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ADJOURN AT 9:30 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
 Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
