February 26, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting
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MONday, March 10, 2014 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Tom Jovanovich, Jim Kraemer, Ron Willenbring, Dean Nilsen, Trish Nilsen, Adaline Boucher, Eric Boucher, Sarah Boucher, Kristen Stadther, Manda Blum, Jason Blum, Cyril Erkens, Dan Steil, Martin Bode, David Unze, Duane Krueger, Woody Stalboerger, Chad Kraemer, Rick Hansen, Cindy Schmitz, Cindy Anderson, Tim Paczkowski, Jeff Mackedanz, Craig Kritzeck, Bill Foss, Ernie Dold, Mike Mathiasen, Scott Kron, Betsey Lund, Frank Ross, Karen Minnerath, Jon Douvier, Robin Vettleson, Pat Evens, Paul Blume, Ashli Gerdes, and Angie Mueller.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
MOTION WAS MADE BY ramler, SECONDED By thelen, To approve the agenda of the march 10, 2014 city council meeting.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
workshop review of police chief hiring process
Council member Stadther read a statement explaining that although he was a finalist for the Chief of Police position he did not vote on any of the motions involving the hiring or contract for the position.  He further stated that he is no longer interested in the position.  The Council reviewed each step of the hiring schedule and discussed what occurred in the process in respect to what was planned in the schedule.   The Council discussed and agreed that the nine page letter written by the City Attorney which was discussed at the closed session of the meeting on February 26th should be provided to Eric Johnson’s attorney.  City Attorney Tom Jovanovich stated that the City may also request an opinion from the Information Policy Analysis Division on whether the closed session of the meeting should have instead been opened.  He stated that if they rule that it should have been opened then the public will have access to the Council’s discussion during that portion of the meeting.  At the conclusion of the discussion the Council agreed that the current situation needs to be resolved before any new hiring process is started.  Lastly, Hetland distributed a letter the City received from the attorney representing Wakefield Township.  The letter was dated March 7, 2014 and stated that Wakefield Township was giving the City notice that they will be terminating the Joint Powers Agreement for police services effective in six months from the date of the letter.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE CITY ATTORNEY TO PROVIDE ERIC JOHNSON’S ATTORNEY A COPY OF THE LETTER WRITTEN BY THE CITY ATTORNEY ON THIS MATTER AND REQUEST AN OPEN MEETING LAW ADVISORY OPINION FROM THE INFORMATION POLICY ANALYSIS DIVISION.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  STADTHER ABSTAINED DUE TO A REAL OR PRECIVED BIAS SINCE HE WAS AN APPLICANT FOR THE CHIEF OF POLICE POSITION.  
ADJOURN
MOTION WAS MADE BY ramler, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ADJOURN AT 7:35 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
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Doug Schmitz, Mayor
 Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
