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wednesday, april 24, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Paul Hoeschen, Brian Lintgen, Rusty Fifield, Tammy Omdal, Stephanie Dickrell, Ashli Gerads, Mike Thelen, Jeanne Thelen, Terry Stein, Bob Lewellyn and Angie Haag. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY thelen, SECONDED By dingmann, To approve the agenda of the april 24, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.

consent agenda 
a.  Minutes – April 9, 2013
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 9, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.  

B.  Approval of Alcohol License for Firefest
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE A TEMPORARY ON-SALE LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE COLD SPRING FIRE & RESCUE RELIEF FOR JULY 27, 2013 FOR THE “FIREFEST” EVENT TO BE HELD AT COLD SPRING BREWING COMPANY’S DISTRIBUTION CENTER.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.

C.  Hometown Pride Festival – Resolution 2013-09
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2013-09, A RESOLUTION GRANTING CERTAIN APPROVALS FOR HOMETOWN PRIDE DAYS ON FRIDAY, JULY 26 & SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2013; NAMELY, APPLICATION FOR EVENT LICENSE AND STREET CLOSURES.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.
Councilor Dave Stadther arrived at 6:07 p.m.

tif presentation – northland securities 
Rusty Fifield and Tammy Omdal from Northland Securities presented information to the Council on Tax Increment Financing. 
Councilor Fran Ramler arrived at 6:25 p.m.

Cell Phone Policy changes 
Hetland stated that there were some minor issues with the cell phone policy and explained the changes that were made to the policy after consulting with department heads.  The changes included no longer requiring an Electronic Device Request form, the allowance amount for the cell phone allowance program, the duration required to stay on the allowance program, and the documentation required to receive reimbursement.   
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE AMENDED CELL PHONE POLICY DATED APRIL 24, 2013 EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2014.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
public works director report 
A.  Chamber of Commerce Banner Sign Request
Paul Hoeschen explained that the Cold Spring Area Chamber of Commerce has requested permission to have a banner promoting shopping local installed over Red River Avenue South near the intersection with First Street South for two periods of time.  Hoeschen stated they have requested that the banner be displayed from May 15 until Hometown Pride Days, and from October to the end of November.  These times were selected to correspond with when City staff would be putting up and taking down other banners and decorations.  By having the banner displayed for selected periods of time they hoped that it would continue to grab the attention of people passing by.  The Council was supportive of the shopping local banner and gave staff the leeway to work with the Chamber on installation dates. 
B.  North Pointe Park Project

Hoeschen reported that the park surveys were distributed and 22% were returned.  He stated that 78% of the survey respondents were in favor of the proposed improvements.  Councilor Thelen inquired whether the funds for the project would be from funds designated for North Pointe Park and Hetland confirmed that this was correct, but that he would double check and report back if it was different.
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE REMOVAL OF NUMEROUS TREES AT NORTH POINT PARK TO EXTEND THE CURRENT BALLFIELD AT AN ESTIMATED COST OF $1,000.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

C.  Pump Repair

Hoeschen reported that he did check and this pump is worth rebuilding since the cost to rebuild is less than half the cost of a new pump.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE REPAIR OF A PUMP AT THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT PLANT, AT A COST OF $1,400, PAYABLE TO ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE; FURTHERMORE TO BE PAID FOR OUT OF LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6313.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

D.  Geomembrane Liners 

Hoeschen reported that he needs to do additional research on the purchase of the liners.  He explained that he has found out that the ones he had priced out are not within the Pollution Control Agencies specifications and will need to be rebid. 

E.  Lance Honer Agreement 

Hoeschen explained that a potential site for the new well has been identified on the Lance Honer property north of town off of Co Rd 50 and north of 245th Avenue.  He stated that the first step will be to drill a test hole, then turn it into a monitoring well and finally if it is favorable, purchase property for the new well.  He stated that the aquifer data shows that there is a high capacity of water in this area.  He stated that if the test hole and monitoring well does not produce favorable results then he would like to move on to another potential site.  Mike Thelen, who is Lance Honer’s neighbor spoke in opposition of a well being drilled on the Honer property.  He stated his concerns about the aquifer being depleted if another well is drilled, concerns about easements through his property, annexation of his property, and his view that it is not the City’s responsibility to solve a problem for a business.  Hoeschen explained that if this is a suitable site that he would like to run the piping south through the right of way alongside Co Rd 50 to town.  He stated that according to Traut Wells it would be very rare that a well could be run dry by having another well drilled in the same location. Hoeschen explained that the Department of Natural Resources told him that they have no authority to renew the permit or extend the deadline given to the Brewery for taking their well out of service.  Councilor Ramler stated that he had heard that two springs in the Knife River gravel pit north of town have been disturbed and they are contributing to the effects on Brewery Creek.  Hoeschen stated he would pass that information along to the DNR to look into that as a potential impact on the creek.  The Council came to the conclusion that they need to continue to move forward in finding a site for a new well. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE REAL ESTATE AGREEMENT WITH LANCE HONER; $645 FOR TEST DRILLING AND PUMPING; FURTHERMORE, UP TO $39,000 FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE PROPERTY IF SO DETERMINED TO BE THE MOST SUITABLE WELL SITE; FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID FOR OUT OF LINE ITEM 13-70-71-6413.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
F.  Re-hiring of Part-time Park Workers

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE HIRING OF JASON SPOHN AT $10.60 PER HOUR, WITH A START DATE OF JUNE 4, 2013, BLAKE FIELD AT $7.90 PER HOUR, WITH A START DATE OF MAY 13, 2013, KOLBY DINGMANN AT $7.90 PER HOUR, WITH A START DATE OF MAY 20, 2013 AND DOMINIK ROBAK AT $7.50 PER HOUR, WITH A START DATE OF MAY 31, 2013, AS PART-TIME PARKS WORKERS.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  DINGMANN ABSTAINED. 

city engineer report 
Brian Lintgen stated that there are a couple of clean up issues that he has discussed with the developer on the First National Bank site which he believes will get taken care of soon.  He added that he is still reviewing the River Links Second Addition preliminary plat.  

list of bills and additions   
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $47,428.35 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $10,003.77 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL OR PUBLIC

Hoeschen reported that there are three to four other potential sites that he has verbal agreements on for drilling test wells.  He stated that due to timing he would like permission from the Council to be able move forward to other sites if the Honer property is not a suitable site for a well.  He stated that since there are time constraints he would like to continue moving forward instead of needing to wait for the Council to meet again to give approval.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE DRILLING OF ADDITIONAL TEST WELLS IF NEEDED, AT FIVE SITES WITH REAL ESTATE AGREEMENTS FOR TEST DRILLING AND PUMPING AT A COST OF $645 PER SITE.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO ADJOURN AT 7:56 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
