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tuesday, april 9, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Phil Jones, Chris Hesse, Christopher Lange, Nicholas Lange, Bailey Jones, Chase Smetana, Kasey Brinker, Gordon Hesse, Dick Moeller, Gregory Flint, Nolon Flint, Hunter Schreifels, Leo Moraczewski, Trever Theis, Mike Lange, Dwight Putzke, Rick Halloran, Caleb Anderson, Austin Johannes, Brady Barker, Adam Ulbricht, Chuck Krebsbach, Nancy Schulzetenberg, Brian Stang, Stephanie Dickrell, Philip Haataja, Paul Hoeschen, Brian Lintgen and Angie Haag. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY stadther, SECONDED By dingmann, To approve the agenda of the april 9, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

consent agenda 
a.  Minutes – March 12, 2013
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 12, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

B.  Minutes – March 19, 2013

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 19, 2013 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

C.  Purchase of Four Air Tanks

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF FOUR AIR TANKS FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, NOT TO EXCEED $4,500; FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID FOR OUT OF THEIR DONATION FUND.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
PUBLIC HEARING SECURITY CAMERAS 
Mayor Schmitz opened the public hearing for security cameras at 6:32 p.m. Councilor Thelen stated that there are a lot of unanswered questions and that the purpose of the public hearing was to first gather public input on the idea of security cameras.  Chief of Police Phil Jones stated that the purpose of installing security cameras would be to deter crime and to aid in criminal investigations.  He stressed that the cameras are not going to be used to spy on anyone and that the footage from the cameras would only be retained for a specified period of time and then be taped over. He stated that the City of Buffalo currently has cameras that have helped solve crimes and that the City of St. Joseph is also considering the use of cameras.  The following people spoke at the public hearing: 

Gordon Hesse, 14112 200th Street Cold Spring – Hesse inquired whether the camera footage would be public data.  Chief Jones stated that more research is needed with City Attorney to determine how the footage would be classified under Minnesota Data Practices and that liability issues also need to be researched.  

Dick Moeller, 501 6th Avenue North Cold Spring – Moeller inquired about the costs of a camera system.  Moeller stated that Cold Spring is unique and that if cameras were up on November 29, 2012, then the town and family might already have closure on the shooting of Officer Tom Decker.  He stated that he was in favor of less cameras at more strategic locations to provide the police department with another set of eyes.  
Councilor Thelen suggested that audience member Rick Halloran, who works for a company that installs security cameras may be able to speak on the potential costs.  Halloran explained that they installed the security camera system at the Rocori School District and that the cost of a security system for the City would be determined by the scope of the project.  He stated that a single wireless camera that records in four directions can cost between $6,000 - $8,000.  He stated that a sixteen camera system covering the four block by four block section of downtown would cost approximately $125,000.  He stated that there is an additional cost of $2,500 for the software and storage and a yearly maintenance cost of $2,000.
Dwight Putzke, 506 Meadowview Court – Putzke stated that he did not have a problem with cameras being put up but he felt that the need for cameras should be justified.  

The public hearing was closed at 6:58 p.m. after Mayor Schmitz called three times for further public comment. 

Councilor Dingmann stated that she was concerned about the stigma that may be given to Cold Spring by having security cameras and Mayor Schmitz agreed.  Councilor Thelen stated that other cities have security cameras and it doesn’t deter people from going to those cities.  He also stated that there are grants that could help pay for the cost of the security cameras and that individuals may want to help defray the costs.  Mayor Schmitz stated that he was not in favor of cameras and reported that all the feedback he personally had received was in opposition of security cameras.  He stated he would have to be convinced by the public to support this project.  The Council came to the consensus that more information should be obtained before deciding on the project.  The Council directed staff to go forward with gathering more information on security cameras including legality, liability, and suggested areas of coverage and to report back at a future meeting. Chuck Krebsbach stated that since this is a contentious topic that more be done to solicit public opinion, since there was a lack of attendance for the meeting, he suggested a survey on the City water bill.  

presentation of 2012 annual financial report 
Nancy Schulzetenberg from Kern DeWenter Viere, gave the Council a presentation on the audit. She stated that like in years past there were no deficiencies, but there were two internal control findings that are typical with small cities which are the segregation of duties and that KDV prepares the financial statement.  Schulzetenberg next presented a variety of charts and graphs showing the tax capacity, levy and rates, budgeted and actual figures on the general fund budget including the revenues and expenditures, performance of the general fund, general fund revenues and expenditures by source and function, cash and investment fund balances, financial information on the water fund and sewer fund, and the components of net position. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ACCEPT THE AUDIT REPORT AND MANAGEMENT LETTER FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2012.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
TIF WORKSHOP DATE AND TIME DISCUSSION
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMAN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO BEGIN THE APRIL 24, 2013 REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING AT 6:00 P.M. TO HEAR A PRESENTATION ON THE FUNDAMENTALS OF TAX INCREMENT FINANCING FROM NORTHLAND SECURITIES.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
NORTH POINTE RESIDENT SURVEY –REVIEW AND APPROVAL FOR DISSEMINATION

Paul Hoeschen explained the purpose of the survey is to gauge neighborhood support of the planned improvements for North Pointe Park which are scheduled to occur this year.  He stated that the plans include removing a couple rows of pine trees, leveling off the berm, installing black dirt, seeding grass and installing a sprinkling system. He stated the work would add 200 feet of space from home plate and make it compliant with little league regulations. Councilor Dingmann suggested marking the area so it would be easier for residents to visualize the proposed changes.  The Council was supportive of the survey and therefore it’s distribution. 

ordinance no. 324 – water rate changes 

Paul Hoeschen explained that the new water conservation tiered rates adopted earlier in the year were meant to deter residential customers from wasting water and not to penalize commercial and industrial users for conducting their business.  Hoeschen explained the suggested amendment to language would set different usage charges for commercial and significant water users.  The base rate of $8.00 would remain for each of these two user categories, but the commercial usage charges would be $1.50 for each 1,000 gallons of water consumed up to 20,999 gallons and $1.85 for each 1,000 gallons of water consumed 21,000 gallons and over, whereas significant water users would have a usage charge rate of $1.60 for each 1,000 gallons of water consumed.  Significant water users are defined as a commercial or industrial user that consume more than an average of 2,000,000 gallons per month in a given calendar year.  Hoeschen explained the monetary impact of the changes, where under the tiered system Goldn’ Plump would have seen an estimated increase of $7,000 more each month for their water bill and under the proposed changes for significant water users they would see an estimated increase of $875 on a monthly bill. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 324, AMENDING SECTION 550 OF CITY CODE REGARDING WATER UTILITY RATES.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.   

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT

A.  replace Roof on Wastewater Treatment Dewatering Building

Hoeschen reported that the roof on the dewatering building has outlived its life and that instead of repairing it he has been advised that it would better to have it replaced.
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE REPLACEMENT OF THE RUBBER ROOF ON THE WASTEWATER TREATMENT DEWATERING BUILDING BY MCDOWALL COMPANIES AT A COST OF $17,200 WITH THE FUNDS TO BE DRAWN FROM LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6411.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
B.  Wally Backes Berm

Hoeschen stated that Backes was unable to attend the meeting to present his request.  Hoeschen reviewed the situation as it had been described at the last meeting.  He stated that if the Council wanted to wait until Backes was present to make a decision that would be fine. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF $1,000 TO WALLY BACKES FOR THE BERM WITH THE FUNDS TO BE DRAWN FROM LINE ITEM 15-70-73-6413.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

C.  Source Water Protection Agreement with Stearns County Soil & Water Conservation District

Hoeschen stated that this part of the Wellhead Protection Plan focuses on contaminate inventory including buried tanks, septic tanks, fields, lawns and pools.  He stated that the cost is $2,000 cheaper than the previous estimate given and what was budgeted.    

D.  Update on Well Search 

Hoeschen stated that he did not have any positive news to report.  He stated that there are a couple of spots with the three mile search radius that he is still looking at as potential locations. Although the further out from the City the locations are the higher the costs are due to piping.  Ramler inquired what will happen if a new well is not drilled by the February deadline that the Department of Natural Resources has given the Brewery. Hoeschen stated that although there has been no response from the DNR on the City’s request to delay the compliance date he is hopeful that since the City is searching to locate a well, making progress and showing intent to drill a new well that there will be some understanding given. 
E.  Other

Councilor Thelen inquired about discharging water into the stormsewer from large gallon swimming pools at the end of summer.  Hoeschen stated that residents should let the chlorine dissipate from the pool water first before draining their pools to the stormwater system. He stated that depending on the location the property the water could go to several different locations one of them being the Brewery Creek trout stream.  He stated that he will be working on a policy for this since these pools are becoming more common. 
city engineer report

A.  CSAH 50 Public Information Meeting
Lintgen stated that there was good attendance at the meeting and information was shared on age of the utilities, conditions of the road, and the typical schedule of a reconstruction project. He stated that discussion did lead to the Y intersection at CSAH 50 and CSAH 2.  He stated that Stearns County has included CSAH 2 in their improvement plans for 2016 and that it is in the City’s best interest to leave this intersection alone and instead let the County take the lead on it and work together for the best solution.  
resolution 2013-08

Hetland explained that Assumption Home wants to refinance their bonds and that this has no impact to the City’s bond rating and that there is no risk to the City by taking on this bond.  
motion was made by thelen, seconded by dingmann, to approve resolution 2013-08, a resolution calling for a public hearing on the issuance of bonds to refinance a project by assumption home, inc.  motion passed 5-0. 
firefest request

Hetland explained that Chad Kraemer has requested to create a berm on the west side of the Business Park to keep vehicles from entering 11th Street North and 241st Street.  Kraemer would volunteer his time and labor to create the berm.  Hetland stated that the berm would prevent traffic from skirting around and keep traffic out of that area.  The Council had various questions about the proposal including whether such action would have unintended consequences such as piles of weeds and setting a precedent for such activities.  Since the request was only just submitted, Public Works was not able to review the request and provide comments.  The Council also agreed that since the Economic Development Authority governs the property that their comments should also be considered.  By unanimous consent the Council tabled this decision until a future meeting. 

list of bills and additions   
MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $154,771.29 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $4,387.80 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
GENERAL QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM CITY COUNCIL OR PUBLIC

Chuck Krebsbach asked about the expiration of a deadline for a nuisance issue on a property.  Mayor Schmitz and Hetland explained that Drive Auto did reach compliance by the deadline specified and that it had been announced at a Council meeting. Hetland stated that the property still appears to continue to be in compliance. 
ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO ADJOURN AT 8:35 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
