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tuesday, may 14, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Paul Hoeschen, Gary Grossinger, Nancy Heinzen, Brian Lintgen, S.F. Schirber, James Conrad, Jim Eisenschenk, Wayne Wandersee, Chris Jacobson, Rick Bohannon, Brian Lintgen, Jan Luthens, Ralph Weismann, Ann Harren, Bill Molitor, Dan Steil, Aspen Lair, Paige Pellinen, Josh Hanson, Joe Leach, Pat Donlin and Angie Haag. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY dingmann, SECONDED By stadther, To approve the agenda of the may 14, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

consent agenda 
a.  Minutes – April 24, 2013
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE APRIL 24, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

B.  Approval of 2013 Liquor and Tobacco Licenses
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE 2013 ON-SALE INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSES FOR THE SIDE BAR, GREAT BLUE HERON, GRUMPY’S, WINNERS SPORTS BAR AND GRILL, AND RIVER OAKS; TO APPROVE THE 2013 CLUB ON-SALE LIQUOR LICENSE FOR THE AMERICAN LEGION; TO APPROVE THE 2013 SUBSIDIARY OFF-SALE INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSES FOR THE SIDE BAR, GREAT BLUE HERON, GRUMPY’S AND WINNERS SPORTS BAR AND GRILL; TO APPROVE THE 2013 FREE-STANDING OFF-SALE INTOXICATING LIQUOR LICENSES FOR TEALS LIQUOR AND KIESS LIQUOR; TO APPROVE THE 2013 SUNDAY LIQUOR LICENSES FOR THE SIDE BAR, GREAT BLUE HERON, GRUMPY’S, WINNERS SPORTS BAR AND GRILL, AND RIVER OAKS; TO APPROVE THE 2013 BREWER’S TAPROOM LICENSE FOR COLD SPRING BREWING CO.; AND TO APPROVE THE 2013 2:00 A.M. LICENSES FOR THE SIDE BAR AND WINNERS SPORTS BAR AND GRILL; TO APPROVE THE 2013 ON-SALE 3.2 LIQUOR LICENSES FOR COLD SPRING LANES, SUPERAMERICA, AND COLD SPRING AMATEUR BASEBALL; AND TO APPROVE THE 2013 BOTTLE CLUB LIQUOR LICENSE FOR COLD SPRING LANES; FINALLY TO APPROVE THE 2013 TOBACCO LICENSES FOR THE SIDE BAR, GRUMPY’S, TEALS LIQUOR, KIESS BROS. INC, KIESS LIQUOR, INC., TEALS MARKET, SUPERAMERICA, AND HOLIDAY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

C.  Request from Curt & Kathy Robbins for approval of the “Let the Sun Shine Run”
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL “LET THE SUN SHINE RUN” FOR SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 2014.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
D.  One-Day Bingo License, Cold Spring Home Pride Lions 
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE FORM LG240B APPLICATION TO CONDUCT EXCLUDED BINGO FOR THE COLD SPRING HOME PRIDE LIONS FOR BINGO TO BE HELD FRIDAY, JULY 26, 2013 AT THE 200 BLK OF MAIN STREET DURING HOMETOWN PRIDE DAYS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

local board of appeal and equilization hearing
Mayor Schmitz opened the Board of Review Hearing at 6:32 p.m.  The Stearns County Assessors Gary Grossinger and Nancy Heinzen were present and gave a general overview of their estimated market values of residential and commercial properties.  The following parcels were discussed as their values were being challenged. 

A. State Bank of Cold Spring- 109 Red River Avenue South - Parcel No. 48.29879.0000

Grossinger explained that this is a vacant commercial property in which the property owner had sent a letter requesting a reduction in the value.  The letter stated that the property is currently for sale at the price of $179,900, and an appraisal had been done on the property which determined a value of $155,000.  Grossinger stated the assessor’s value on the property is $194,100, and that he would recommend a reduction to $178,500. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE REDUCTION IN VALUE FOR PARCEL NO. 48.29879.0000 FROM $194,100 TO $178,500.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

B.  State Bank of Cold Spring – 22 3rd Avenue South – Parcel No. 48.29849.0000

Grossinger explained that this property is also owned by the bank and they had requested a reduction in the value in the same letter.  This property is also for sale at a price of $239,000 and an appraisal for this property showed the value at $245,000.  Grossinger stated that their value on the property is $270,600, and that he would recommend a reduction to $260,000. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE REDUCTION IN VALUE FOR PARCEL NO. 48.29849.0000 FROM $270,600 TO $260,000.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
C. WOW Properties – 400 WestWind Court – Parcel No. 48.30044.008
Ann Harren, representing WOW Properties requested a decrease in the value of this property which used to be a car wash but is now being used for storage for their cabinet business.  Grossinger explained that the property is valued at $79,800 and that it was foreclosed property purchased by WOW Properties in November of 2012 for $50,000.  He recommended a decrease in value to $69,800 due to the change in the use of the property to a storage warehouse.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE REDUCTION IN VALUE FOR PARCEL NO. 48.30044.008 FROM $79,800 TO $69,800.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

D.  Ralph Weismann – 623 Emma Drive – Parcel No. 48.29320.0539

Ralph Weismann stated his request for a reduction in the value of his vacant lot located in Emmas Estates to $27,500.  He stated the current valuation on the property is $35,000 and that he has it listed for sale at a price of $29,900.  He stated that there are four other vacant lots for sale in this development for a price of $19,900 and these lots are not selling either.

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE REDUCTION IN VALUE FOR PARCEL NO. 48.29320.0539 FROM $35,000 TO $30,000.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

E.  Bill Molitor on behalf of Rose Rarick – 401 14th Street North, 1312 5th Avenue North – Parcel No. 48.29686.0332 and 48.29686.0335
Bill Molitor was present on behalf of Rose Rarick the owner of several vacant lots in North Pointe.  He stated that a reduction was requested in the value of these lots to $32,000.  He stated these lots are valued at $45,000 and that they are listed for sale at a price of $34,900.  He stated they have had difficulty selling these lots and have had to accept a lot sale at the price of $30,000.   The assessor’s looked at past sales in this development which have ranged from $36,500 to $28,600. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO MAKE NO CHANGE IN THE VALUATION OF PARCEL NO. 48.29686.0332 AND PARCEL NO. 48.29686.0335.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

F.  Bill Molitor on behalf of Lucille Cords – 405 13th Street North – Parcel No. 48.29686.0340

Bill Molitor presented the same request for this vacant lot in North Pointe Plat 2 as he did for his previous appeal.  The assessors stated that next year they can look at reviewing the valuation of all the lots in this plat. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RALMER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO MAKE NO CHANGE IN THE VALUATION OF PARCEL NO. 48.29686.0340.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

Mayor Schmitz called three times for any further comments or testimony from the audience.  Seeing and hearing none he closed the Board of Review Hearing at 7:10 p.m.

hearing on the issuance and sale of Health Care Facility revenue refunding bonds 
Mayor Schmitz opened the hearing at 7:12 p.m.  Assumption Home Administrator Jan Luthens was present to answer questions. She stated that by refunding the bonds they will save a considerable amount of money.  Mayor Schmitz called three times for testimony or comments from the public, after hearing and seeing none the hearing was closed at 7:14 p.m. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE RESOLUTION 2013-10 APPROVING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF HEALTH CARE FACILITIES REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2013 (ASSUMPTION HOME, INC.), AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF DOCUMENTS RELATING THERETO.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
Planning Commission recommendation regarding amending the special use permit for minnesota outstate clinic partners 
Planning Commission Chairman Rick Bohannon explained that the amendment to the Special Use Permit had been discussed by the Planning Commission on three occasions with the last being on May 6th where a public hearing was held at the site of the facility.  He stated that the Planning Commission was in support of the amendment to the permit to allow the treatment of alcohol and chemical dependency at the facility.  He stated that in terms of the public interface on the outside of the building nothing would change and the facility would continue to be a locked at all times.  Chris Jacobson, the developer’s real estate agent stated that healthcare changes very rapidly and explained the benefits of having a facility to treat dual diseases.  He stated that the ownership of the building will not change but that the change will attract tenants that were previously excluded by the restriction of alcohol and chemical dependency treatment.  He also stated that there are high standards for licensing such a facility.  Pat Donlin spoke on behalf of the Economic Development Authority and stated that they did have some concerns prior to learning that the facility would be locked at all times.  He stated that since that has been addressed they did not have any opposition. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION TO AMEND RESOLUTION 2006-08, APPROVING A SPECIAL USE PERMIT REQUEST OF MINNESOTA OUTSTATE CLINIC PARTNERS, LLC FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT AT THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 224 KRAYS MILL ROAD TO OPERATE A LICENSED RESIDENTIAL FACILITY AND IN THE AMENDMENT ALLOW TREATMENT AND HOUSING OF INDIVIDUALS SEEKING TREATMENT FOR ALCOHOL AND CHEMICAL DEPENDENCY, AS STATED IN RESOLUTION 2013-11.

CONSIDERATION OF THE REINSTATEMENT OF BENEFITS FOR CHIEF JONES WHILE ON DISABILITY

Hetland reported that he had checked with the City Attorney for guidance on what could legally be done with respect to reinstating used vacation pay, accrued vacation and sick time, and payment of clothing allowance while Chief Jones was on disability.  Hetland stated for the work Chief Jones did perform while on disability the City could reinstate his used vacation pay, the accrued vacation and sick time but that he could not accrue clothing allowance during his disability.  Schmitz stated that he would have preferred to discuss this matter after first speaking with Chief Jones, but the rest of the Council indicated they would like to resolve this item now.  Schmitz stated that he felt that the full amount of used vacation pay should not be reinstated, but that he would be in favor of some portion of it being paid.  Councilor Stadther, Ramler and Thelen agreed that the full amount of his vacation pay used during his disability should be reinstated as the Council had indicated at an earlier meeting, that if it was legally possible, then it should be done.  Councilor Dingmann inquired whether there could be a way to grant a one-time special circumstance clothing allowance.  Hetland was directed to check with Chief Jones to determine if there are other additional officers that should be allowed a one-time special circumstance increase to clothing allowance to cover the cost of special clothing needed for the funeral of their fellow officer.  
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT

A.  Purchasing Policy Discussion 

Hoeschen stated that he would like to have the ability to purchase surplus property without having to wait for Council approval.  He explained that good deals on surplus property do not last long and that if he does not take action right away the deal is gone.  The Council discussed having him make a “wish list” of items he would like to purchase through surplus property that the Council could approve ahead of time each year.  He stated that may work in some instances but some of the things for sale through surplus property aren’t normal things he would identify as a need, but if the price is right it could be something they would want to own.  He stated that the items for sale are generally not items that were included in the budget, but in some instances could be budget neutral by selling a piece of equipment that is being replaced by surplus property.  He stated that after discussion with the Finance Director it was determined that the budget for the current year could be amended to include such purchases if they occur and the amount could be then added into the budget the following year to reimburse the current year purchase.  The Council came to the consensus that purchases of surplus property provide significant savings, continues to make the City more efficient, and as long as good financial judgment is used that they would be comfortable with amending the purchase policy.  They directed Hetland to present at the next meeting an amended draft of the purchase policy with language addressing surplus property. 
B.  Proposal from Stantec for Engineering Services for Geomembrane Liners for the Equalization Tanks
Hoeschen reported that the Pollution Control Agency requires that the tank liners be designed by an engineer and that Stantec has submitted a proposal for this service.   

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE PROPOSAL FROM STANTEC TO PROVIDE DESIGN SERVICES FOR THE GEOMEMBRANE LINERS FOR THE EQUALIZATION TANKS AT AN HOURLY NOT-TO-EXCEED FEE OF $5,600 WITH THE FUNDS TO BE DRAWN FROM LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6215.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
city engineer report 
Brian Lintgen stated that he has been reviewing and preparing for the Planning Commission meeting on May 20th to discuss of the Preliminary and Final Plat of River Links Second Addition. 

approval of farmland lease   
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE 2013 LEASE OF FARMLAND FOR APPROXIMATELY 14.5 ACRES OF FARMLAND ON THE PROPOSED BUSINESS PARK PROPERTY, TO BRIAN & CHRISTI SCHERBER FOR A PRICE OF $41 PER ACRE.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
list of bills and additions   
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $143,037.38 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $5,150.01 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  RAMLER ABSTAINED.   
ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:45 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
