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tuesday, june 11, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Dave Brakke, Bill Zapf, Leisa Utsch, Saryu Amin, Arun Amin, Mary Jo Holerlerfe, Stephanie Dickrell, Preston Euerle, Jim DeRose, Ashli Gerdes, Chris Boucher, Melissa Boucher, Tom Kummrow, Chuck Krebsbach, Joe Wenner, Abby Faulkner, Paul Hoeschen and Angie Haag. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY ramler, SECONDED By stadther, To approve the agenda of the june 11, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

consent agenda 
a.  Minutes – May 29, 2013
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MAY 29, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

B.  Accept & Award the Bids for the Joint Project for Seal Coating
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO AWARD THE SEAL COATING PROJECT TO ASPHALT SURFACE TECHNOLOGIES CORPORATION, a.k.a. ASTECH CORP., ST. CLOUD, MINNESOTA, FOR A CONTRACT PRICE OF $37,893.26, OF WHICH COLD SPRING’S PORTION WOULD BE APPROXIMATELY $29,338.06, UPON THE CONDITION THAT THE PROJECT IS ACCEPTED BY THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

C.  Plastic Liners in Equalization Tanks – Advertise for Bids  
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE ADVERTISING FOR BIDS FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF TWO PLASTIC LINERS IN THE EQUALIZATION TANKS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
PRESENTATION OF RADAR TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT – TOWARDS ZERO DEATHS (tzd)
Tom Kummrow, Law Enforcement Liaison from the Minnesota Department of Public Safety, Office of Traffic Safety gave the Council an overview of the Towards Zero Deaths program and the City’s participation in the traffic enforcement events.  He stated that after each mobilization he is able to nominate a department to receive a piece of equipment from the State.  He stated that the department had chosen a radar unit for their newest squad which is the K9 Chevrolet Tahoe.  Sgt. Chris Boucher was present to accept the radar on behalf of the department. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO ACCEPT THE RADAR UNIT AS A PIECE OF EQUIPMENT FROM THE STATE OF MINNESOTA THAT WILL BE ADDED TO THE DEPARTMENT’S INVENTORY LIST.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
UPDATE, DISCUSSION, AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE SALE OF LAND IN LIONS PARK 
Hetland stated that he had met with the neighboring property owners to the south of the Riverside Inn who were both in attendance at the meeting.  Bill Zapf and Arun Amin stated they were not opposed to DeRose’s plans to expand the hotel to the east but if the parkland to the east of their respective properties was for sale they each would like the opportunity to purchase the property.  Both indicated that the view of the river is beautiful and they would never want to lose that by having someone else own that property.  They expressed their frustration in not knowing about the park land being for sale until just now. DeRose explained his request again and the local economic benefit of tourism.  Preston Eurle who was accompanying DeRose stated that in the City’s comprehensive plan this area is zoned commercial and selling the vacant strip of land to DeRose for his hotel expansion would be the most efficient use of this property.  He added that DeRose has not asked for any type of subsidy for this project.  Councilor Thelen asked DeRose if his project could still be done with just the northern section of the piece of land that is directly to the east of his property.  DeRose said he would have to run the numbers again to see if it would still be viable.  After some discussion it was determined that a special meeting should be held to gather input from the Planning Commission, Park Board and City Council to make a decision on the sale of park land to Jim DeRose.  Hetland stated that since this topic has been brought forward the discussion should be made with respect to possible future requests in other areas of town when neighboring property owners may be interested in purchasing park land.  Hetland stated he would contact the three property owners to inform them of the meeting date once it is determined.   
approval of street closure for 5k scootin’ for scholars! – october 26, 2013
Councilor Dingmann inquired who the beneficiary is for the walk/run event.  Hetland stated that he thought it was a local organization but would check and get back to the Council. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO ACCEPT THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR, POLICE CHIEF AND PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR AND APPROVE AS SUBMITTED THE REQUEST FOR STREET CLOSURE FOR THE “SCOOTIN’ FOR SCHOLARS 5K” ON SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2013; FURTHERMORE, THAT SAID APPROVAL IS CONTINGENT UPON THE APPROVAL OF STEARNS COUNTY.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
UPDATE IN THE MATTERS RAISED FROM CHIEF PHIL JONES
Hetland explained that since the last Council meeting the City Attorney, Councilor Thelen, Chief Jones and himself had met twice. The first meeting was last Friday and the concerns raised were discussed. Afterward a summary memo was prepared by the City Attorney and a copy of it was given to Chief Jones. The second meeting was held earlier today which was a good and productive meeting where opinions and feelings were shared. He explained that a preliminary settlement agreement had been reached, pending the tying up of loose ends, in which the City would pay Jones $12,075 and that Jones would not go back on any of the issues that he currently knows about and he will never raise those issues again. He stated that this is being considered a compromise in which the City pays Jones some compensation in return for his continued service and his agreement to put the past safely behind. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AS PRESENTED. MOTION PASSED 5-0.

RIVER LINKS DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT DISCUSSION 
Joe Wenner representing DJP Properties, LLC., the developer, was present to discuss the approval of the River Links Developer Agreement.  The Council had just received an email from the City Attorney which stated there were outstanding issues that need to be completed on the developers agreement, but that once those issues are completed it would be ready to be accepted.  Wenner inquired about the performance bond requirement and asked if there was an alternative to that such as a cashier’s check in escrow.  Hetland stated that the City Attorney had discussed this matter with Wenner’s partner, Paul Steil and they had reached an alternative requirement but he did not know the details of it.  Hetland stated he would clarify with the City Attorney what the requirement was worked out in respect to the bond requirement.  Wenner stated that he wanted to be prepared by knowing the requirements so that they would be able to move dirt as soon as possible. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE DEVELOPERS AGREEMENT FOR RIVER LINKS UPON THE CONDITION THAT THE OUTSTANDING ITEMS IDENTIFIED BY THE CITY ATTORNEY AND THE CITY ENGINEER ARE SATISIFIED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.     
APPROVE OFF-PREMISES LIQUOR LICENSE FOR SIDE BAR & GRILL
Hetland stated that the Cold Spring Area Baseball Association, Inc. wanted to provide hard alcohol sales at their event and that the Side Bar was willing to provide that service.  The Council requested that this be brought to the attention of the police department for security for the event. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE AN OFF-PREMISES LIQUOR LICENSE TO THE SIDE BAR & CAFÉ, INC. TO SERVE LIQUOR AT AN EVENT BEING HELD BY COLD SPRING AREA BASEBALL, INC. AT THE COLD SPRING BASEBALL PARK ON SATURDAY, JULY 6, 2013, CONTINGENT ON THEM PROVIDING LIQUOR LIABILITY INSURANCE FOR THEMSELVES, COVERING THIS EVENT AT THIS LOCATION.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

list of bills and additions   
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $142,501.68 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $11,893.32 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
GENERAL COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS

Councilor Thelen stated that with regard to the Council meeting held on March 19, 2013, Jones had inquired why he did not yet receive his payment and when he could expect it. Councilor Thelen stated that there seemed to be some clarification needed on what the Council’s intention was with reinstating Jones’ vacation. He stated that Chief Jones was expecting that it would be paid out instead of the vacation time credited back to his vacation balance. Councilor Thelen stated that he had intended that the vacation pay would be paid out, and Councilor Stadther agreed that this was his intention too. Councilor Dingmann stated that she had understood that Jones wanted his vacation time reinstated as he had mentioned wanting to take time off after the death of one of his officers but not having the vacation time to do so. Mayor Schmitz agreed that he understood the discussion to be that the vacation time would be reinstated too. Councilor Thelen stated that in the letter sent by the City Attorney stating what the Council could legally do, it was stated that the vacation could be paid out. Councilor Ramler stated Jones’ days should be given back and that he agreed that it should be given back in the form of paying it out. Councilor Dingmann stated that it is the same amount of money whether it be credited back on the balance of his vacation time to use, or if it is paid out instead. Councilor Thelen and Councilor Stadther also mentioned that as a result of being on disability Jones retirement contribution was effected and some of his last checks were not a full paycheck since he did not have enough time left to supplement his disability. Mayor Schmitz stated that the City policies need to be updated quickly so that these issues with disability can be avoided in the future with all the City employees. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO PAY OUT 22 DAYS OF VACATION IN CASH TO CHIEF JONES AS RELATED TO THE DISCUSSION AT THE MARCH 19, 2013 MEETING. MOTION PASSED 5-0.

CLOSED SESSION: ANNUAL REVIEW OF CITY ADMINISTRATOR PAUL HETLAND
At 8:22 p.m. Mayor Schmitz announced that pursuant to Minnesota Statutes § 13D.05, Subd. 3a that the meeting was closed for the purpose of conducting the annual performance review of the City Administrator.  The meeting was then opened at 10:00 p.m.  

The closed session of City Council for the annual review of City Administrator Paul Hetland resulted in a favorable review for him.  Council recommended and approved a 3% salary increase for Hetland.  

ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO ADJOURN AT 10:00 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
