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Monday, june 24, 2013 joint COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL, planning commission, park board MEETING MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann and Bob Thelen.  The following Planning Commission members were found to be present: Kelly Warren and Rick Bohannon.  The following Park Board members were found to be present: Paul Nierenhausen and Wayne Cymbaluk. Others present: Paul Hoeschen, Jason Zimmerman, Bill Zapf, Amin Arun, Preston Eurle, Lisa Utsch and Angie Haag. 

consideration of sale of land in lions park 
Council member Thelen began the discussion by posing the question to the Park Board on what their philosophy would be on selling park land.  Rick Bohannon explained the past discussions on the topic and explained DeRose’s request to purchase park land to expand his hotel to the east.  DeRose explained that since the last meeting he has determined that his project could move forward with only the northern portion of the park land, which is directly to the east of the hotel property.  Paul Nierenhausen stated his concerns with drainage, loss of overflow parking space, and the impact on the rain gardens.  He stated that when the park was developed there was a great amount of investment from the Department of Natural Resources and that by selling the land and allowing building on it may have a negative impact on the design of the park.  Wayne Cymbaluk stated that there is an agreement with Stearns County Soil and Water Conservation District on the rain gardens that may need to be considered.  Preston Eurle stated that the planned hotel expansion includes a creation of a storm water collection basin that would tie into the storm water system and would therefore improve the current state of the drainage in the park.  Paul Hoeschen stated that an email from the DNR was received by Hetland this afternoon that lists some concerns that the DNR may have on the project.  The concerns included parking, additional run off from a commercial property, the impact to the existing drainage and rain gardens, and restrictions on the future use of the property from the agreement the City has with the DNR when the park was improved.  After further discussion the conclusion of the Park Board was to recommend not to sell the land with Nierenhausen and Cymbaluk being supportive of that and Schmitz being opposed.  Mayor Schmitz stated that he felt each of the adjacent property owners should be able to buy the park property to the east of their current parcels.  The Planning Commission reiterated their support of the project to sell parkland to DeRose for the expansion of his hotel business.  Council members Thelen and Dingmann discussed their desire to sell the northern portion of the land, directly to the east of the Riverside Inn property to DeRose but to keep the rest of the land as park land and their intention for it to remain as park land permanently.  They stated that they would like to consult with the City Attorney to see if there is some type of action to permanently keep the rest of the land as park land, besides it just being the City Council’s view at this time, so that if it is considered to be sold in the future, that the adjacent property owners would have the right of first refusal on the property.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE SELLING THE NORTHERN PART OF THE LIONS PARK PROPERTY, DIRECTLY TO THE EAST OF THE CURRENT RIVERSIDE INN PROPERTY TO JIM DEROSE, AND TO LEAVE THE SOUTHERN PART OF THE PROPERTY AS PARK LAND AND FOR IT TO REMAIN THAT WAY PERMANENTLY, CONTINGENT UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES.  MOTION PASSED 3-1.  SCHMITZ OPPOSED.
howard braun property discussion

Councilor Thelen stated that at the last Planning Commission meeting they had reviewed an inquiry from Howard Braun about a potential sale of property that he owns on the south side of Brewery Creek.  Thelen stated that Braun owns property on both the north and south side of Brewery Creek and plans to have the land surveyed and then offer the land south of the creek for sale to the adjacent property owners which would be Bob Thelen, Brian Eisenschenk and Dave Terres.  The land could then to be attached to their respective parcels.  Thelen stated that Stearns County surveyor Dan Krone and the Assessor Gary Grossinger did not see any problems with proposed plan.  Councilor Thelen then recused himself from the discussion since he is one of the property owners involved.  The remaining Council members discussed the proposal and came to the conclusion that they had no objection to it as long as there was no required City involvement.   
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, THAT THEY HAVE NO OBJECTION TO THE PROPOSED PROJECT PROVIDED THERE IS NO REQUIREMENT FOR CITY INVOLVEMENT, AND THE PROPERTY OWNERS CAN PRIVATELY NEGIOTATE THE PROPOSED SALE OF LAND.  MOTION PASSED 3-0.  THELEN ABSTAINED.
ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO ADJOURN AT 7:40 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
