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wednesday, june 26, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hoeschen, Dan Weber, Brian Lintgen, Stephanie Dickrell, Chris Boucher, Jason Blum, Chad Kraemer, Duane Krueger, and Tim Rothstein.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY stadther, SECONDED By dingmann, To approve the agenda of the june 26, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

consent agenda 

a.  Minutes – June 11, 2013
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 11, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

B.  Alcohol License for Cold Spring Maennerchor Big Sing Event 
MOTION WAS MADE BY STADTHER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE A TEMPORARY ON-SALE LIQUOR LICENSE FOR COLD SPRING AREA MAENNERCHOR FOR APRIL 25, 2014 FOR A “BIG SING” EVENT TO BE HELD AT ST. BONIFACE PARISH CENTER.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
FIRE RELEIF ASSOCIATION REQUEST TO RAISE CONTRIBUTION LIMIT FROM $1,900 TO $2,000

Fire Chief Dan Weber explained the request to increase the contribution to the retirement fund from $1,900 to $2,000.  He stated that increases to the retirement contribution are not an every year occurrence and that the auditors supported this increase which they stated was a feasible amount. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE FIRE RELIEF ASSOCIATION TO RAISE THE RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTION LIMIT FROM $1,900 TO $2,000.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  SCHMITZ ABSTAINED.
COLD SPRING area BASEBALL INC. REQUEST TO CLOSE FIRST STREET SOUTH FROM 7TH AVENUE TO 8TH AVENUE ON JULY 6, 2013

Hoeschen explained the request from Cold Spring Area Baseball Inc. for a street closure for their outdoor concert event.  Hoeschen stated that the County will need to approve the closure too since First Street South is County Road 158.  It was unclear whether the street closure request was for the entire day or a portion of the day.  Hoeschen stated that it would be unlikely that the County would approve the entire day, but he would work out the details of the street closure with the Baseball Association and submit the request to the County. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE STREET CLOSURE OF FIRST STREET SOUTH FROM 7TH AVENUE TO 8TH AVENUE ON JULY 6, 2013 FOR A DURATION SUITABLE FOR THE COLD SPRING AREA BASEBALL ASSOCIATIONS NEEDS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
POLICE DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

Sergeant Chris Boucher explained that since Chief Jones resignation is effective July 12, 2013 there are a few items that need to be addressed to keep department operations going in the interim until a new Chief is hired.  His recommendations were that he be appointed as the Chief Law Enforcement Officer on an interim basis, that Officer Blum be appointed as an interim Sergeant, that a current part-time officer be appointed to a temporary full time position to fill in the open hours created in the shifting of these positions, allowance of monthly department meetings, and allowance of attendance at the FireFest committee meetings.  The Council agreed that it may be several months before a new Chief would be hired and that operations would need to continue until that time and that a committee would need to be formed to discuss the hiring and various other issues.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF SERGEANT CHRIS BOUCHER TO THE TEMPORARY CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER ACCORDING TO THE CONDITIONS AS PROPOSED INCLUDING BEING ALLOWED TO RETURN TO THE SERGEANT POSITION IF THE COUNCIL IS NOT SATISFIED WITH SGT. BOUCHER’S PERFORMANCE AS TEMPORARY CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL, A PAY RATE INCREASE TO $32.21 PER HOUR, MAINTAIN LONGEVITY PAY, MAINTAIN SENIORITY IN THE DEPARTMENT, AND CONTINUANCE OF THE CANINE HANDLER AND CANINE COMPENSATION.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF JASON BLUM TO THE TEMPORARY SERGEANT AT THE FOURTH STEP OF THE SERGEANT PAY SCALE WITH THE CHANGE BEING EFFECTIVE FOR BOTH THE TEMPORARY SERGEANT AND THE TEMPORARY CHIEF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER ON THE FIRST FULL SHIFT ON JUNE 27TH, 2013.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
Councilor Thelen inquired about the recent resignation of Chief Jones and if the Council would like to take a look at who is serving on the hiring and negotiations committee.  Mayor Schmitz and Councilor Stadther had been appointed to this committee earlier in the year.  He stated that with the recent events, who serves on the committee may make a difference on how the hiring negotiations may go and he recommended that an adjustment be made in advance to prevent any adverse effects.  Councilor Ramler volunteered to serve on the committee.  Council Stadther stated he would have to step down from the committee due to him not having the additional time to dedicate to the hiring committee and Councilor Dingmann stated that she served on the committee the last time there was one.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY SCHMITZ, TO APPOINT MAYOR SCHMITZ AND COUNCILOR RAMLER TO THE HIRING AND NEGOTIATIONS COMMITTEE.  MOTION PASSED 3-2.  THELEN AND STADTHER OPPOSED.  

Hetland announced a Celebration of Service in honor of the retirement of Chief Phil Jones on July 11, 2013 from 3-6 p.m. at City Hall. 
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT

A. Rebuild Ballast Cards and Purchase of Ballast Cards 

Hoeschen explained that in the ultra violet disinfectant system there are 128 bulbs and separate ballast cards.  He explained that some of the ballast cards need to be replaced and that the cost to rebuild them is 2/3 of the cost of new cards.  He stated that he would like to purchase five new ballast cards and rebuild five ballast cards and then use them as a trial to determine which works best for future reference.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY RAMLER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF $1,950.05 TO SESCO FOR THE REBUILDING OF BALLAST CARDS, FURTHERMORE TO BE PAID FROM LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6313 AND TO APPROVE THE PURCHASE OF BALLAST CARDS FROM XYLEM IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,000, FURTHERMORE, TO BE PAID FROM LINE ITEM 14-70-72-6314.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
B.  DNR Rule Update

Hoeschen explained that effective July 1st the Department of Natural Resources has adopted a new rule that all high capacity wells within one and a half miles of a trout stream will be under additional scrutiny.  Hoeschen stated that this now complicates the search for the new well as a potential site for the new well would be located within this area.  He stated that the new rule will impact the current wells that the City uses including Wells 3, 4, 5 and 6 because they are within a mile and a half of the trout stream.  
C.  Storm Clean-up Site 

Hoeschen stated that during the last storm there were many residents with trees and branches that had to be cleaned up. He stated that during the days immediately following the storm the local compost businesses that would accept these materials closed before the early evening leaving residents with no place to dispose of their debris.  He stated that a site could be prepared near the public works grounds for residents to drop off their branches and trees if another large storm would occur again.  He suggested that the Emergency Management Services Director, City Administrator and Public Works Director be allowed to make the decision to open such a site if necessary.  The Council was in favor of the concept and suggested that Hetland create a policy for this and/or request the local businesses that accept these materials be open later in the evening if another storm occurs. 
D.  Water Pipe for Private Service

Hoeschen showed the Council a sample plastic pipe for water services and explained that the City has been requiring copper pipes because it is easier to locate but would like to switch to the plastic type instead.  He explained that plastic is more durable, less expensive and is more efficient to contractors.  Lintgen explained that no language could be located in the City Code on the requirement for the material type. The Council agreed that if there is a City policy on this that it should be changed so that there are no contradictions and requested that the matter be brought back at the next meeting. 
city engineer report 

A. River Links Second Addition

Lintgen and Hetland explained that after the last discussion with the Stearns County Highway Department they had requested that the right of way for County Road 49 be added to the plat map for River Links Second Addition.  Hetland stated that this should be directed to the developers and that the plats could then get recorded. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO REQUEST THE DEVELOPER TO ADD THE RIGHT OF WAY FOR COUNTY ROAD 49 BACK ON TO THE PRELIMINARY AND FINAL PLAT FOR RIVER LINKS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

B.  14th Avenue South Connection

Lintgen explained that they have a plan set for the project and have been in discussion with MnDOT.  He stated that the Rocori Construction Trail Board had acknowledged that the City wants to put a road through the trail at this location and that they were okay with that.  Lintgen stated that this will be a full access intersection.  He stated that he hoped to have the Council approve the project at their first meeting in July. 

LIST OF BILLS AND ADDITIONS
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $78,143.93AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $9,408.22 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
FIREFEST 2014 DISCUSSION
Firefest Committee Members Chad Kraemer, Duane Krueger and Tim Rothstein were present to discuss FireFest 2014 and their request for an increased band budget to $400,000 -$450,000.  They stated that they would like to increase the budget to get a more popular headliner for the event next year.  They stated that with increased sponsorship they believed that they would be able to make the event successful.  They also discussed their plans to accommodate a larger crowd next year with an expected attendance of 10,000.  The Council was in general consensus of approval of the increased band budget for next year. 
ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:43 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
