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tuesday, july 9, 2013 COLD SPRING CITY COUNCIL MINUTES

Mayor Doug Schmitz called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  The following City Council members were found to be present: Mayor Doug Schmitz and Council Members Fran Ramler, Jan Dingmann, Dave Stadther and Bob Thelen.  Others present: Paul Hetland, Paul Hoeschen, Brian Lintgen, Lynn Schurman, Harold Fiala and Angie Haag.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

MOTION WAS MADE BY ramler, SECONDED By dingmann, To approve the agenda of the july 9, 2013 city council meeting as presented.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

consent agenda 

a.  Minutes – June 24, 2013 Joint Meeting City Council, Planning Commission and Park Board 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 24, 2013 JOINT CITY COUNCIL, PLANNING COMMISSION AND PARK BOARD MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  SCHMITZ ABSTAINED.
B.  Minutes – June 26, 2013 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 26, 2013 CITY COUNCIL MEETING AS PRESENTED.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  SCHMITZ ABSTAINED.
C. Jones Employment Separation Agreement and Release

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE SEPARATION AGREEMENT AND RELEASE WITH PHIL JONES AS DIRECTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 4-0.  SCHMITZ ABSTAINED.  

HOME TOWN PRIDE – LYNN SCHURMAN 
Lynn Schurman representative of the Home Town Pride festival was present at the meeting to request approval from the Council to allow open containers on Main Street during the belt sander races.  She explained that there will be a bigger band in the Legion parking lot this year on Friday night and there will not be enough space for the belt sander races to also be held there.  The belt sander races will instead be moved to Main Street near the intersection with 3rd Avenue North.  She stated that their request would allow people to grab a drink from the Legion stand and go watch the races.  She added that only plastic or cans would be allowed and they would put up signage to make sure it is contained.  Hetland stated that the Legion’s insurance would cover this situation and that the police department did not object to the plan as long as it was only for that specific time and it was well contained. 
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE REQUEST FROM THE HOME TOWN PRIDE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE AND ALLOW OPEN CONTAINERS ON MAIN STREET DURING THE BELT SANDER RACES.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  
PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR REPORT 
A.  Rockville Clean-Up 

Hoeschen explained that during the severe wind storm in June the City of Rockville had requested assistance from the City of Cold Spring.  Hoeschen stated that he and members of his staff provided them assistance and use of equipment for the storm clean up.  He explained that he had kept track of the equipment and staff hours and presented the amount he recommended to be billed to the City of Rockville.  He stated that their insurance will pay for some of the water and wastewater related costs but the rest will not be covered.  He also explained how he derived at some of the costs since portable generator rental and snow hauling trucks are not on the City fee schedule.  The Council thanked Hoeschen for his willingness to help the neighboring City and he stated that he hoped they would return the favor if it was needed in the future.  
MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO APPROVE THE BILLING OF STORM CLEAN UP COSTS TO THE CITY OF ROCKVILLE AS PRESENTED FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT OF $5,206.11.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
B.  Bid Opening for Equalization Basin Liners

Hoeschen reported that there was only one bid for the equalization basin liners replacement project.  He stated that the bid was much higher than expected and recommended that the Council officially reject the bid and authorize that the project be re-bid.  He distributed a project timeline and explained his concerns that it will be very tight to get the project done before the weather turns cold as the liners are heavy duty and will stiffen if the temperature is less than 60 degrees. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY THELEN, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO OFFICIALLY REJECT THE BIDS FOR THE EQUALIZATION BASIN LINER AND AUTHORIZE THE RE-BIDDING OF THE PROJECT.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.  

C.  DNR Ruling 

Hoeschen briefed the Council again on the new rule adopted by the DNR which complicates the search for a new well.  Hoeschen explained that when the Cold Spring Brewing Company will have to stop using their well as required by the DNR in 2014, the City will need to amend their permit with the DNR to account for the increase in water being provided to the Brewery for their production, which will trigger the new rules.  The new rules consist of more scrutiny of the City’s wells and require the City prove these wells have no effect on the trout stream.  He stated that the City will be responsible to identify all private wells within one and a half miles of the trout stream that have not been documented by the DNR, which will be especially time consuming and costly.  The Council inquired if there were any grants for such a project to which he explained there was not.  He stated that he is still considering all options but all are expensive whether it would be searching for a well site a greater distance away from town and paying additional costs for piping or constructing a water treatment plant which could be at least $2 million.   
city engineer update
A.  River Links Second Addition Update

Lintgen explained that he has not heard any response from the developers since they were instructed to show the right of way for the future County Road 49 on both the Preliminary and Final Plat for River Links.  He stated that the plats will not be signed until this is done. 

B.  14th Avenue South Connection 
Lintgen reviewed the draft plans and specifications for the project which had been distributed to the Council. He stated that the estimated cost of this project is $7,000 and that the City would be able to solicit quotes for the project instead of requiring bids.  Hetland reminded the Council that this project was included in the budget and there would be no bonds issued or assessments for it.  

MOTION WAS MADE BY SCHMITZ, SECONDED BY DINGMANN, TO APPROVE THE PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE 14TH AVENUE SOUTH CONNECTION PROJECT AND TO AUTHORIZE ADVERTISING FOR QUOTES.  MOTION PASSED 5-0. 
ordinance no. 326 water service pipes and connections
Hetland stated that staff had looked through the City Code and had found no conflicts with any existing policies for changing the type of water service pipes allowed.  He stated that Lintgen and staff had worked together to make the recommended changes which were also approved by the building inspector.  The ordinance will allow the use of high density polyethylene water service pipes and connections and will require a tracer wire. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY DINGMANN, SECONDED BY THELEN, TO ADOPT ORDINANCE NO. 326, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY CODE OF COLD SPRING BY ADDING PROVISIONS FOR WATER SERVICE PIPE AND CONNECTIONS.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

HAROLD FIALA, 307 10TH AVENUE NORTH 

Harold Fiala stated that he wanted to speak to the Council about an issue on 10th Avenue North that hasn’t been addressed since it was first identified back in 1997, and more recently as of last year.  He distributed a photo to the Council of the section of 10th Avenue North, to the north of his property in which there is no curb and gutter and lacks pavement for the full width of the street which dead ends.  He stated that in the winter the snow melts causing water to drain into and flood his garage.  He stated that the City should fix the problem by putting in the curb and gutter and pave the rest of the street.  If that would be done the water would drain to the north.  Hoeschen agreed that Fiala’s recommendation would completely fix the problem, but with such a project the costs would be shared between the benefitting property owners and the City or the benefitting property owners only.  Fiala was strongly against anyone, except for the City paying for the entire cost of the project.  After further discussion it was decided that if the City would proceed with the project as recommended that an assessment hearing and notifications would need to be made to the benefitting property owners.   Hoeschen stated that the current drainage ditch could be dug deeper and marked with posts to help with the snow piling up in it.  He stated that there would be no assessments with this option, although it may not be the perfect solution to the problem.  The Council came to the consensus that they would address the problem and direct staff to find the best solution possible and to invite the property owners to the meeting when it will next be discussed.  
LIST OF BILLS AND ADDITIONS
MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO APPROVE THE PAYMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ACCORDING TO THE LIST TOTALING $193,127.39 AND SUPPLEMENTAL LIST TOTALING $5,524.72 PRESENTED BY CITY STAFF.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.
WORKSHOP
Council reconvened their meeting at 7:34 PM for a workshop session.
Council Members reviewed Administrator Hetland’s employee goals for the next year as he proposed.  They made no changes to the proposed goals.  Council requested that Hetland give a mid-year review of the progress of his goals and he agreed to the recommendation.  

Questions were asked as to the progress of Attorney Tom Jovanovich’s investigation into Council Member activities.  Council unanimously agreed to a policy that inquiries will go through the City Administrator and that Hetland will notify the other four Council Members when requests are made.  

The composition of the police chief selection committee was decided.  It was suggested that the make-up of the group would consist of the three Cold Spring representatives previously chosen, two representatives from Richmond, two representatives from the ROCORI School District, two representatives from Wakefield Township, and one member from the Police Department.  Hetland was instructed to contact each of the entities to plan for their first meeting.  It was further suggested that the tasks for the group at their first meeting be to elect a chair, elect a minute taker, set their meeting time and location, review the job description, and review the compensation package to be offered.  Council Members noted that they would like to be highly involved in the selection process and preferred to have a slate of final recommended candidates to interview.  It was also noted that the process would likely be a multi-month one.  
ADJOURN 

MOTION WAS MADE BY RAMLER, SECONDED BY STADTHER, TO ADJOURN AT 8:12 P.M., SEEING NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE CITY COUNCIL.  MOTION PASSED 5-0.

___________________________________             
______________________________________

Doug Schmitz, Mayor
Paul Hetland, City Administrator 
