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Seats to Open on Cold Spring City Commissions 

T

he City invites you to become more involved in the city you live in by serving on the Economic Development Authority, Planning Commission or Park Board.  There will be one opening on each of the three boards with all terms starting on January 1, 2014.  Applications are now being accepted for the seats until Wednesday, November 27th at noon.    

The EDA Board plays an important role in working to help businesses or other organizations succeed in Cold Spring.  The minimum commitment required is attendance of monthly meetings, but the EDA occasionally creates subcommittees to work on specific projects.  The meetings tend to be very casual, and provide an opportunity for you to learn about all what is happening in your community. EDA terms are six years, but it is simple to appoint a replacement if a member cannot or wishes not to complete that lengthy term.  The open position on the EDA is for the remainder of a six-year term which will expire on December 31, 2017.
As Cold Spring continues to grow in both the residential and commercial areas, Planning Commission members have an important role in the decisions that need to be made for the City.  Approval of plats, variances, lot subdivisions and consolidations, and zoning ordinances are a few of the issues that can come before the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission meets monthly, but also has additional meetings from time to time.  The open position is for a four-year term which will expire on December 31, 2017.  

The Park Board meets on a quarterly basis, but also does occasionally create subcommittees to work on specific projects.  The meetings tend to be very casual, and provide an opportunity to learn about exciting improvements with parks and parkland in our community.  Applicants should have a strong interest in the City’s parks, open space and recreational amenities.  The open position on the Park Board is a four-year term which will expire on December 31, 2017.

No experience is needed to participate on any of the boards, just a positive attitude and an interest in making beneficial decisions for improving our community.  Members are paid $25 for their monthly or quarterly meetings.  Too often, qualified citizens are intimidated by the notion of seeking participation on such groups, but considering that it is the City’s objective to ensure all boards and commissions are representative of the public, we are looking for people of all walks of life.  

See what a difference you can make in your community and pick up an application at City Hall or print an application from our website at www.coldspring.govoffice.com.  

Winter Parking Regulations In Effect

T
he City of Cold Spring would like to remind residents of the snow parking regulations in the City.  Anytime we receive an inch or more of falling or blowing snow, all vehicles parked on the streets need to be removed.  When vehicles are parked on the street they are issued a snow parking ticket with a fine of $30, and in some cases the vehicles are towed.
In addition to the snow parking regulations the city also requires residents to remove the snow or ice from the sidewalk in front of their property (snow should NOT be blown or shoveled into the street).  After the snow stops falling, residents have twelve hours to remove the snow and ice from their sidewalk.  If residents or businesses do not clear the sidewalk they can be issued a citation.  

The Public Works Department also reminds residents on trash days to place their garbage containers on the boulevard, not in the street.  Snowplows cannot easily maneuver around garbage cans and end up knocking them over if they are in the street.  

 
Lastly, the Fire Department requests that you clear snow from around the fire hydrants near your property.  In the case of a fire, valuable minutes can be saved by allowing firefighters easy access to a hydrant. 
Dog Licenses Due January 1st 

T

he City of Cold Spring would like to remind residents to renew their dog licenses by January 1st as regulated by City Ordinance.  
Currently, the fees are $5 for a dog that is fixed and $10 if it is not.  In addition to the fee, a copy of the rabies shot is required.  Generally, rabies shots expire every two years.  Owners still need to renew their license now even if their dog’s shots don’t expire until later in 2014.

We also encourage previous dog owners that no longer have their dog to call City Hall to have our records updated.  All licenses renewed after January 31st will have a $20.00 surcharge added to the license fee.  Dog owners that fail to renew their dog licenses will be issued citations in March.  For questions regarding dog licenses please call City Hall at 685-3653.
Transportation Planning 
F

or the past three years, the Planning Commission along with City Council and Staff have been diligently working on addressing a number of our traffic needs and challenges throughout the City.  Even though this has been an open process, not everyone hears about all of the information at the same time and it changes as we all learn new things from one another.  One can’t come up with the right solution if one doesn’t fully understand the problem.  The ideas have been great, the discussion has been even greater, but we are approaching a “fish or cut bait” time on addressing transportation needs.  I will do my best with the following paragraphs to give you the status of where we are at right now and perhaps debunk a few rumors.

14th Avenue.  Any type of planning for this road, whether north or south of 1st Street South, always ignites strong opinions.  The City has the task of thinking of the current and future needs of all of the people along a street, in a neighborhood, and across a community.  The planning for this roadway has shifted from a comprehensive project that would link County Road 50 to State Highway 23 to County Road 49 as a county road to separate concepts addressing the northerly and southerly portions of the road.  

14th Avenue South.  You have probably heard or read about opening up 14th Avenue South to Highway 23.  The plans to do this are certainly true and it was budgeted to do so this year.  A recent review of bids showed that the bid price was higher than anticipated and the concept is being postponed for possible inclusion into other projects in 2014.  The idea of connecting this roadway was to address the concerns of many citizens who live on the west end of the City.  They felt it should be opened for easier access to their homes.  We have also heard concerns from citizens about pedestrian safety, and the City takes those concerns seriously.  We realize that there are no sidewalks in this area and there are no plans to install them at this time. However, unlike many other areas of the City with similar or greater traffic counts, 14th Avenue South is a wide roadway with limited access points.  Because of the road’s width, there is the possibility of placing a painted bike and pedestrian lane along the roadway.   The roadway has the ability to be as safe if not safer than other areas of the City. 

“So, what about trucks?”  There is no intention to have a raceway or major truck route on 14th Avenue.  There has been discussion about posting signs that indicate it is not a truck route, but nothing has been finalized.  In my three years here, I have escorted many wayward trucks out of the west end of the City.  The more ways we have to get them out of condensed residential areas, the better.  Again, by opening 14th Avenue on the south or north end we do not anticipate or welcome major truck traffic.  We plan to keep current stop signs in place.  This makes the route less appealing as a high speed bypass.  If speeding of vehicles is a problem, or becomes one, our police department is always happy to help.

“What about a light at the intersection?”  The Minnesota Department of Transportation has granted approval to open up 14th Avenue South to Highway 23; however, they have made it clear that they will not install nor allow a signal system at the intersection.  There are a variety of factors that MnDOT uses in choosing the placement of signal lights which includes the proximity to other signals.  Similar reasons were given for why there is not a light near the Coldspring facility and the Rich Spring Golf Course.  We will monitor this intersection carefully and encourage your input.  Your local government sees this connection as a benefit to the City and we believe history will record it that way one day too.

14th Avenue North.  The goal for the northerly portion of 14th Avenue is to make a residential connection to the ROCORI School campus and to County Road 50.  As noted about the southern section, the intention is not to make this a truck route.  Connecting this area comes with greater challenges than the southerly portion.  One, nearly any feasible easterly connection is through land in Wakefield Township.  Any plan would likely need to include annexation.  Two, there are wetland issues in the area and the process to mitigate them takes time.  Three, a large portion of the area is being farmed and there is a strong desire from the City’s part to keep the land agricultural until the owners wish to develop it.  Finally, the cost of constructing such a roadway is a major expense.   The original financial support from Stearns County is no longer included because it will not be a county road.  Still, I do not want to give the impression that such an east-west connection is far fetched.  The Planning Commission has discussed the concept multiple times and sees a real need to have a connection.

County Road 50.  The Stearns County Highway Department plans to resurface County Road 50 next year from just north of the Cemetery to the junction of Red River Avenue or County Road 2.  The City has pushed this project off as we contemplated what to do about the intersection of County Roads 50 and 2.   We can’t push off the work on County Road 50 any longer.  We have assigned City Engineer Brian Lintgen to develop a feasibility report for this project and present it to Council in the next few months.  We have already met with adjacent property owners and are considering water, sewer, curb and gutter, and sidewalk replacements. 

Intersection of County Roads 50 and 2.  We will be assisting the County Engineer to find a solution to the intersection.  Initially we were leading the charge on fixing it, however we have stepped aside to allow the County (who governs both roads) to take the lead.  There have been many ideas for the intersection such as a round-a-bout, switching stop signs, installing lights, and even re-routing the current road.  All of these ideas continue to get kicked around and nothing is set in stone.  Fixes for the intersection are planned for 2016.  

County Road 2.     The reconstruction of County Road 2, or Red River Avenue, is being planned for 2016.  The County plans to simply re-pave the road, but like with County Road 50, the City has utilities that need to be addressed.  We have not started the planning for it yet, largely because we don’t know the scope of the project.  A major outstanding item is determining the width and number of driving lanes on Red River Avenue.  According to MnDOT regulations and traffic projections, Red River Avenue has the potential of becoming a four-lane road.   With our efforts to divert residential neighborhood traffic as noted above, we hope that Red River would only have to be three lanes, that is two lanes with a turn lane in the middle.  Pedestrian traffic is a concern not only in residential areas, but in our downtown business areas too.  Anyone who’s ever tried to cross Red River Avenue at peak times of the day knows that it can be difficult.  We do not want to see a four-lane road making this task increasingly more difficult.  In addition to this project, we have also discussed a Main Street project, which could help link amenities with the Granite Landing area.  Again, we are in the pre-planning stages but we will need to begin looking at these areas soon.  

Trails.  We have received many positive comments about the first section of the ROCORI Trail.  A great many people use it for biking, roller-blading, running, or simply taking a stroll.  It came about after 8 years of incredibly hard work and is actually owned by the three communities of Rockville, Cold Spring, and Richmond.  We were able to build it with grants from the state and federal government, Minnesota Legacy funds, and tax dollars from the three cities.  We recently received a $920,000 State bonding allocation to complete the next section.   The ROCORI Trail Construction Board is planning for a link between Cold Spring and downtown Rockville.  The Board hopes to complete such a project next year and then give the entire trail to the DNR Trails Division to become part of the Glacial Lakes Trail to the west. 

“So, why didn’t you guys complete that section between Richmond and Cold Spring?”  It’s a good question and, I wish I had a nickel for each time I’ve heard it.  The Trail stops on the west side of our jurisdiction.  The section going westerly toward Richmond is owned by the DNR and is part of the Glacial Lakes Trail.  The DNR only had enough funds to complete their trail across the new Sauk River Bridge and to the Richmond pavilion.  They are planning to complete the unpaved section yet in 2013 if the weather cooperates.  

Trail linking ROCORI School to Green Meadows and North Pointe.  There have been a number of residents of the City and Wakefield Township that have requested a trail from the North Pointe and Green Meadows residential areas to the School campus.  The Planning Commission has discussed this at length and brought the idea forward to Wakefield Township representatives.  The idea is well accepted and is recognized that it would increase safety.  There are a number of issues needing to be addressed.  First, it crosses through two jurisdictions and most of it would not be in the City, but rather in the Township.  Second, almost any direct route splits current farmland in half.  Third, there is a cost to building it.  Fourth, easements would have to be obtained.  Finally, it needs to be determined who would maintain it.  The project is proposed for inclusion into the City’s first transportation plan, but it will take the efforts of many of us to mold it into solid reality.  

I hope this has helped shed some light on our ongoing transportation efforts.  If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me at phetland@coldspring.govoffice.com or talk with a Planning Commissioner or a Council Member.  We’re all here to help and serve.  Thank you for your time and travel safe this winter.
Energy Assistance Available
I

n this economy more and more people and families are having trouble making ends meet.  If you are having difficulty paying your heating and/or electric bill we encourage you to contact the local Energy Assistance provider, Tri-County Action Program, Inc. at 251-1612 or 1-888-765-5597  www.tricap.org 
How can Energy Assistance help you?

Energy Assistance programs can provide:

· Assistance towards a household’s home energy bill

· Emergency assistance if a household’s home energy service is shut off

· Emergency assistance if a household is unable to get fuel delivered

· Advocating with energy-related services such as weatherization improvements, furnace 
The Search for Water Continues
A

ll high capacity wells need a permit from the Department of Natural Resources.  The DNR is dramatically reducing the allocation of water from Brewery wells and City Well #3 because they are near the Brewery Creek, trout stream.  They believe that these wells are reducing the water from the springs that flow into Brewery Creek. 
We have drilled test-holes in four different areas in search of high capacity and good quality water.  We have found high quality/low capacity and low quality/high capacity water.  We’ll drill again in early November.  Sooner or later, we shall succeed!

Tanya Schmidt Receives Award
Tanya Schmidt has been awarded the “Class B Operator of the Year” by the Minnesota Wastewater Operators Association! Tanya has been a Water & Wastewater Operator for the City of Cold Spring since 1995. She’s very good at operations and maintenance of our facilities. She also brings a lot of smiles, laughter, and teambuilding to provide a pleasant and efficient work environment. We are fortunate to have Tanya on our team. Congratulations Tanya! 

But it says, “Flushable”

M

any products claim they are “flushable”.  Baby wipes, hand wipes, paper towels, dental floss etc, will flush down the toilet but will cause the city to spend a lot of time and money to remove pumps and disassemble them to remove these flushable products. Toilet paper is designed to dissolve quickly, while these other products do not.  So overall, the only product that should ever go down the toilet is… you guessed it, toilet paper.  
Pre-Printed Tax Forms No Longer Available at Library 
T
he Cold Spring Library, a branch of the Great River Regional Library, (GRRL) will no longer be providing preprinted income tax forms.  Library staff will still continue to provide assistance in locating IRS and MN Dept of Revenue sites online from which forms can be printed at a cost of 10 cents per page.  Please plan ahead for this new change at the library.  
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